
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A PLACE OF REPENTANCE. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



** If a man be graoioua and oourteoua to ttrangergf it shows that he is a 
citizen of the world, and that his heart is no island out off from oth«r lands, 
but a continent that joins them. If he be compassionate toward the ajfftic- 
tioru of others, it shows that his heart is like the noble tree that is wounded 
itself when it gives the balm. If he easily pabdons Ain> bbmtts orFSNOXs, 
it shows that his mind is planted above ix^juries, so that he cannot be shot" 
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"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works." 

•• We are bom to do benefits ; and what better or properer can we call 
our own than the riches of our Mends ? O what a precious comfort 't is to 
have so many like brothers commanding one another's fortunes ! " 
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CHAPTER I. 

FOUNDER AND EARLY HISTORY. 

** An egg before an eagle — a thought before a thing.*' 

A Christian pastor in the metropolis appealed to his 
congregation, in the month of February, 1842, for 
Eagged School teachers. Among his auditors was a 
young man who, bom in Bristol, had come to London 
some years before, for objects of business. He had been 
brought up to the occupation of a draper, but, tired of 
the service of the counter, was filling the situation of a 
commercial clerk. During several years he had feared 
God, and had devoted a portion of every Sabbath to the 
work of Sunday School instruction. An appeal for 
Eagged School teachers, presented to this young man a 
new sphere of benevolent labour, and led to inquiry as 
to its character and probable results. Induced by mere 
curiosity, he visited one of these schools for the desti- 
tute, and was prevailed upon to take a class. But so dis- 
heartened was he by the failure of his endeavours that 
evening, that, before the school had closed, he had 
resolved never to try again. The teachers induced him, 
however, to make trial during a month, and before that 
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2 A PLACE OF BEPENTANCE. 

month bad passed away, he had so succeeded in gaining the 
attention of a class of boys, that he found himself pos- 
sessed by a desire to labour permanently in this sphere. 
This desire soon became resolution ; and the individual 
before us, withdrew his exertions from the Sabbath 
School, and gave himself, on the evening of Sunday and 
of one week-day, to the education of those whose develop- 
ment has been strained towards evil, and crushed in the 
direction of all that is good. In contemplating and 
estimating the moral dangers of the metropolis, let us 
not overlook the fact, that while many who come to 
London are engulfed in the whirlpool of its vices and 
vanities, not a few are instructed and spiritually re- 
deemed by the fountains of intelligence, and of pure, 
moral influence, with which the metropolis is blest. 

" To him that hath" — useth what he hath — " shall 
be given, and he shall have abundance," said Jesus 
Christ to his disciples. Power rightly employed is 
strengthened — resources legitimately used are multi- 
plied. " There is that scattereth and yet increaseth." 
Our Bagged School teacher had the promise of the 
Saviour fulfilled in himseK. The use of his then 
capacity and resources in seeking and saving the lost, 
80 increased his desire to carry forward this work, and 
80 enlarged his abilities, that he felt hereby moved of 
God, to renounce the engagements of trade, and conse- 
crate himself to the education of the most degraded 
portions of the community. Many who have left busi- 
ness for the work of the schoolmaster, the missionary, 
and the minister, have evidently mistaken their calling; 
and instead of being more useful in a church, in a school, 
or in a missionary station, than in secular pursuits — they 
find the former a bushel concealing the light, while the 
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FOUNDEB AND EABLY HISTOBY. 3 

latter were as the candlestick exhibiting the light. 
Thanks be to God, the merchant and mechanic, the 
trader and professional man, may as really in their 
several avocations serve and glorify God, as the holy 
angels, who, in a higher sphere, do God's command- 
ments, hearkening to the voice of His word. Our 
Bagged School teacher, however, made no mistake when, 
after some four years* volimtary labour, he gave up his 
commercial clerkship, and entered the Normal school 
of the British and Foreign School Society, with the 
view of being trained for the service of a Day-school 
teacher. Desire is the eye of the heart. The reader 
will not, therefore, be surprised to learn that our now 
schoolmaster, at the expiration of his term of training, 
found the employment on which his mind was fixed. 

In January, 1848, he was engaged as master to the 
Day Bagged School, New Pye Street, Westminster 
This furnished employment of the kind that had long 
been sought. But true benevolence is neither official 
nor perfunctory. If it prompt a man to take an office, 
it keeps him from being stereotyped by routine duty. 
Charity does not ask, ** What mmt 1 do ?" but " What 
may I do?" — not " What is required of me?" but 
*' What is it possible for me to accomplish ? " Upon 
this principle, the Pye Street School did not include 
the schoolmaster. His zeal was not confined to the 
hours in which he was engaged to teach ; but, instead of 
describing the double arc from 9 to 12, and from 2 to 4, 
it moved through the sphere of his whole day. School 
being ended, he visited the haunts of vice for which 
Westminster is remarkable, and invited the rag- 
ged children to attend his instructions. And as he 
lived in the City, and had to go through the Strand 
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4 A PLACE OF BEPENTANCE. 

on his way to the school, he, like the good Sama^ 
ritan, did not pass hj the youthful vagrants and cri- 
minals whom he met on his road, hut tarrying to 
speak to them, invited them to his school. This 
invitation some of them most cheerfully accepted. But 
a serious difficulty now presented itself. The school in 
Pye Street provided no food for the scholars ; and the 
lads, of whom we are now writing, pleaded that it was 
useless to attend the school in the day, if at night they 
were obliged to beg, or to steal necessary food. It was 
impossible to meet this exigency in the case of all the 
lads ; but two of the most urgent cases were selected, 
and provided for as follows : One of them was in a 
most filthy condition. In the interval of school busi- 
ness he was divested of his loathsome apparel — purified 
from vermin and dirt, and clothed with a few old gar- 
ments, supplied by the patroness of the school. The 
other lad was clean in his person, and his raiment was 
in a decent state. A lodging was now taken for these 
two boys in one of the most quiet houses for travellers in 
Westminster, and our schoolmaster paid for their lodging 
— saw them to bed at night — took them to the school 
with him in the morning and provided for them during 
the day. The boy last named absconded. The other, 
after absenting himself for some days, and giving other 
cause for discouragement, became so completely reformed, 
and made such rapid progress in his education, that 
our schoolmaster, stimulated by success, determined 
at once to extend these benevolent and extra-official 
efforts. He now hired a room in Orchard Street, at 
the rent of two shillings per week — selected six lads 
from those still attending the Day School in the teeth 
of the difficulty of having no lawful means of obtaining 
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food, and placed them at night in this new abode. To 
say that this patriarch of the youthful outcast had no 
resources, would be to overlook the omnipotence and 
wealth of the God whom he trusted and feared. But if 
by resources, be meant cash in hand — promised sub- 
scriptions — co-operating friends — an income or property 
that would admit even this small claim — then we must 
say that our friend was utterly destitute. But there is 
a Bank of Providence, which dishonours presumption, 
but honours faith — ^which is shut to indolence, impru- 
dence, and carelessness ; but is open to diligence, wis- 
dom and prayer — in that bank our friend had trea- 
sure. And when he entered with his six boys on their 
new lodging, he knelt with them in prayer, and asked 
that this treasure might be available to sustain his en- 
larged undertaking. If there be a God, and that God 
has not cast us off. He will hear such prayer as this. 
Silence reigned through the neighbouring Abbey ; but 
had the naive and aisles of St. Peter been filled with 
the sounds of a full cathedral service, the God we wor- 
ship would have found as sweet a melody, as perfect 
harmony, and as real worship in the prayer of the 
voluntary guardian of these youthful criminals, and in 
their responses to his petition, as in the most devout 
use of the divinest liturgy that man or angel could 
compose. God did hear his prayer. The Divine answer 
did not, however, first come in sovereigns and bank 
notes — in the visits of the aristocracy, or in the favour- 
able notices of the press — ^but in means which remind 
us of the ravens, and of the barrel of meal by which 
•Elijah was fed in the days of famine. Say not, ** Where 
is the God of Elijah ? " — Here is Elyah's God in the 
slums of our Westminster. The lads had slept on the 
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fldor, without bed or bedding, during a whole week ; 
and a poor woman (Sarepta repeated) hearing of their 
case, sent them some old bed linen, which, with some 
clean straw, improved their accommodation for the 
night. The children of the Day School knew that these 
lads were fed by the kindness of their master, and they vo- 
luntarily brought every morning (the ravens again) a por- 
tion of their breakfast, placing the crusts of bread thus 
spared from their own scanty meal, upon a shelf set apart 
for that purpose. The farthings which those scholars in 
a little better condition than the rest had given them by 
their parents for the purchase of sweetmeats, were devoted 
to the same object. The pupils of a neighbouring Rag- 
ged School collected several shillings in farthings. The 
teachers of a Sunday School held in the Eagged School 
premises, contributed pecuniary assistance ; and the 
lady, by whose exertions the Day School was chiefly sus- 
tained, made frequent gifts of food and clothing. All 
this relieved our benevolent schoolmaster, and lightened 
the pressure of the lads* support upon his resources and 
exertions. Help came also from other quarters. A 
baker in the neighbourhood supplied bread upon credit, 
cheerfully waiting for payment until means were in 
hand. And the agent of the City Mission in the dis- 
trict offered as a sleeping-room an apartment in an 
Institute for Working Men, which his own industry and 
enterprise had established. This offer being accepted, 
the lads were removed thither, sleeping there at night, 
and spending the day and taking their meals at the 
New Pye Street Schools. A month had not elapsed, 
however, before this accommodation was suddenly vdth- 
drawn, and the kind guardian of the lads had again to 
seek a place where they might lay their heads. The 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FOUNDEB AND EABLT HISTOBT. 7 

&rst apartment taken was immediately given up upon 
finding the house to he a hrotheL The second pro- 
mised continuance ; hut after an occupancy of some 
eight weeks, the suh-landlord decamped in the night, 
and left the six lads the sole inmates. It is true the 
removal of the furniture was no great inconvenience. 
One straw hed, two forms, two tuhs, a borrowed table, 
a kettle and some hasins, were easily conveyed from one 
street to another. But the trouble of finding a suitable 
lodging was considerable, and these changes of residence 
were, on the lads' account, by no means desirable. A room 
was now obtained in Peter Street, and a brighter day 
dawned. The patroness of the Pye Street School offered 
to obtain, and supply ll. per week; so that the school- 
master might have no concern for the maintenance of 
his beneficiaries. This she did, not merely from sym- 
pathy with the work, but fearing, it may be, lest this 
extra work and care should infringe on the schoolmas- 
ter's appointed sphere, and lest his applications for 
subscriptions should check the supply of funds to the 
Day School under her kind care. Another benevolent 
lady requested that another lad might be added to the 
six already adopted, agreeing to pay 2^. 6i. weekly for his 
maintenance — thus aiding in the support of the rest. 
A kind Christian tradesman paid the rent of the room ; 
two more vagrant lads were added; and the winter 
seemed over and gone— -the time of the singing of birds 
had come. But the clouds returned after the rain. 
The promised supply of money was, after a few weeks, 
withdrawn — our schoolmaster received notice to quit his 
situation as master of the Pye Street School — and the 
lads were forbidden the school premises. This arose 
from the supposed c^lh'sion of the extraordinary labours 
of the schoolmaster with his ordinary duties ; a collision 
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which did not liappen, hut which would have heen in- 
evitable with a man of less heart and of less resolution. 
Now is the hour of trial. Can our friend drink of this 
cup, and be baptized of this baptism ? He is able — ^he 
is prepared to resign his situation, and therewith his 
only means of support ; but he cannot give up the 
adopted children of his kindness. He is ready to take 
again the responsibility of finding means for their sup 
port, but he will not incur tiie responsibility of casting 
again into the " miry clay " eight youths, of whose 
redemption he has the firmest hope. Accordingly, he 
leaves the notice to quit his situation to take its course, 
makes new arrangements for the lads, and labours hard 
to obtain money for their food and lodging. This he 
did, most carefully avoiding appeals to the subscribers 
by whose bounty the Day School was sustained ; and, 
in some cases, declining help where he knew it would 
decrease the funds of the Institution he was ofl&cially 
serving. A letter, addressed to Samuel Gumey, Esq., 
brought back a response of 61, And a lady who came 
to the' school on an errand of mercy connected with one 
of the scholars, seeing the lads, and inquiring into their 
circumstances, ordered beds and bedding — paid a long 
bill at the baker's — met other claims, and relieved our 
schoolmaster of all his pecuniary difficulties. The op- 
portuneness of this help will be estimated when the 
reader is told, that at this time the guardian of these 
lads had expended every shilling of his own — ^had bor- ^ 
rowed money of all his friends — ^had pledged every 
article of clothing he could with decency spare from his 
own person — and was living on a few pence per day in 
order to provide out of his own small income food for 
the lads. 

Delivered from pecuniary exigencies, at least for a 
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season, the efforts of oar schoolmaster were exposed to 
another fiery ordeal — the strife of tongues. Not a few per- 
sons expressed to himtheir belief that the reformation of a 
thief was impossible, and raised various objections to his 
mode of operation. It is important to bear in mind that 
our beliefs are governed largely by our inclinations, and 
that it is not difficult to be an unbeliever in an enter- 
prise, concerning which we want an excuse for with- 
holding our support But the man who would accom- 
plish anything good and great must let all this unbelief 
pass by him as the idle wind. Two nights every week 
were now devoted to writing letters to such persons as 
were likely to afford assistance. Among the early 
answers to these epistolary applications were letters 
from the Bishop of Durham, inclosing 61, and lOZ., and 
another from the benefactress, recently mentioned, re- 
mitting 3^ But with all this help, the constant claims 
for rent and food sometimes left our friend dinnerless 
and penniless. Increasing assistance was soon, however, 
obtained ; and by the kindness of the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury, then Lord Ashley, provision was made for the 
emigration of three of the lads. Their places were 
occupied by others ; and as the inconveniences of so 
many living and sleeping in one small room became 
more manifest, a larger apartment was taken at 28 St. 
Ann's Street, Westminster, and rented for 8». per week. 
The character of this house involved fresh self-denial. 
Every room was tenanted by thieves, and other charac- 
ters, both male and female, of the lowest and most 
depraved description. The street door had not been 
closed, either day or night, during several years. The 
natural silence of the night was broken by incessant 
quarrelling and fighting; and sometimes the riot in a 
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single room required three or four policeman to quell it. 
The suitability of this apartment, in all other respects, 
was the object for renting it, and the dangers arising 
to the lads from the other inmates were warded off by 
their kind guardian leaving his own family, and sleeping 
in the same apartment as the lads. This he did for the 
space of three months. Sleep was generally impossible 
to him, but his presence preserved the needful separa- 
tion between his charge and the other lodgers ; and he 
was often useful in quelling the almost hourly riots 
occurring in the house. While here, the Asiatic 
cholera attacked one of the lodgers, but the lads were 
preserved, and their benefactor quieted his fears by trust 
in his God. 

Desirable cases presenting themselves, the number 
was increased. For their accommodation a second 
room was taken — then a third — and, subsequently, 
the entire house. Upon our friend devolved not 
only the responsibility of paying the rent, but the 
trouble of ejecting the other lodgers, and of rendering 
the house habitable. The drunken, wretched tenants 
were at length got rid of; the street door was closed 
for the first time, after having stood open several years, 
and the lads cleansed, whitewashed, and painted every 
room in the house. These premises were taken Septem- 
ber 1848 ; and on the 28th of March, 1849, three other 
lads being provided by the Earl of Shaftesbury with a 
passage and outfit to Australia, a meeting was held, 
for the purpose of taking leave of the emigrants, and 
commending them to the care of God. The noble 
Earl presided. The meeting consisted of the lads — 
the parents of the children of the Bagged Schools 
in the neighbourhood — and the children themselves, 
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and was addressed by the cbairman, and hj other sup- 
porters of the enterprise. These lads sailed for Aus- 
tralia, April the 2d, and their places were speedily 
filled up. A similar meeting to that just recorded was 
held March 22, 1850, to take leave of five others, 
who emigrated to the United States. This meeting was 
presided over as the former, and its proceedings con- 
ducted by several warm supporters of the cause. The 
emigrants also addressed the assembly. They sailed 
for New York, March 29, 1850. 

The notice to our schoolmaster to quit the Day-school 
had not been carried into execution. It was withdrawn a 
few weeks aft«r it had been given. But it was again 
given ; and now he is required to leave his daily employ- 
ment. This he did March, 1 850, and devoted himself en- 
tirely to the work of reforming and training criminal youth. 
He was now dependent for rent, for the support and 
education of the lads, and for the supply of his own 
wants, upon the contributions of the benevolent. Hi- 
therto the entire management of this good enterprise 
has been in his own hands. But the time had come to 
appoint ofl&cers and a committee. This was done at a 
public meeting convened in St. Martin's Hall, on the 
9th of May, 1850. At this meeting. President, Trea- 
surer, Secretaries, and Committee were appointed ; and 
Charles Nash, whom in this brief sketch we have succes- 
sively called Ragged School Teacher and Schoolmaster, 
was installed as Governor and corresponding Secretary. 

Thus the " egg had become an eagle," and ** the 
thought had become a thing." While we write, the two 
lads have increased to seventy ; one room has expanded to 
premises covering 4522 square feet of ground ; the crusts 
of the Ragged School children have been superseded by an 
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income, for this year, of lOOOZ. ; and the Institution takes 
its place among the most important henevolent enter- 
prises of the day. But the reader, hy this chapter, 
will see, how much it cost the founder of this Insti- 
tution to estahlish and hring it to its present state. 
If men will have heroes, and will exercise themselves 
in hero worship, they need not go hack to ancient Rome, 
or cross the English Channel, hut may find heroism of 
the highest kind in such lahours and self-denial as that hy 
which the London Colonial Training Institution and 
Bagged Dormitory was founded. Misanthropes may shut 
themselves up in their studies and lihraries, and say " All 
men are liars," — ** I am left alone, and they seek my 
life ;" hut if they would come forth into the world of 
the present, they would find good as well as evil, and an 
amount and a kind of good which, in their seclusion, 
they imagine never to have existed, or to he long since 
defunct. To much in the past now glorified, the words 
of Camphell are strictly appUcahle : 

" *Tis distance lends enchantment to the view." 

Let us not he untrue to the present through a false 
estimate of the past, hut let us learn from the real past 
to judge correctly of the true present. This age may 
furnish less martyrs in the cause of henevolence and 
truth than any preceding age, hut no former times have 
heen hlessed with so many righ^hearted workers. 
And while in every age we find provision for the punish- 
ment of the criminal, this, so far as our knowledge 
extends, is the only age that has attempted the reform- 
ation and restoration of the criminal. We mention 
this, not for its own sake merely, hut for its indications 
" Can ye not discern the signs of the times ? " 
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CHAPTER II. 

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS. 

" This man receiveth sinners and eateth with them.** 

In a tour through Switzerland in the autumn of 
1851, the author visited the Falls of the Aar, which, on 
account of height, the quantity and force of the water, 
the gloom of the gorge into which the river precipitates 
itself, and the wild character of the scenery around, is 
perhaps the finest cataract in Switzerland. Standing 
on a hridge which spanned the abyss, the author 
saw a triple iris formed by the shining of the sun on 
the spray of the cataract. And he was intensely inte- 
rested by beholding one of these brilliant bows in the 
lowest depth of the gorge, the sim being at the time in 
a position to send his rays upon the boiling surge in 
the remote depths of the abyss. As he gazed upon 
this splendid scene, he involuntarily quoted the first 
words of the 130th Psalm — "Out of the depths have 
I cried imto Thee, Lord." And he was reminded by 
analogy of nature of the following truths. First, there 
is no state of humanity so low but that it is visited by 
the beams of the promises of Divine mercy, and espe- 
cially by the rays of that Sun of Eighteousness fixed in 
this world to remove the grossest darkness of the 
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people. And, secondly, that the human soul, when 
hrought into contact with these healing heams, presents 
ground for hope, that from the most degraded position 
human nature may he completely redeemed. A bow of 
promise and of hope spans the darkest moral abyss, and 
chastens the fiercest outrushings of human crime. And 
he who stands, where in Christian mid-day he can ob- 
serve the meeting-points of human guilt and Divine 
mercy, will of no fellow- sinner ever despair. 

These few remarks represent precisely the prin- 
ciples and objects of the London Ragged Colonial Train- 
ing Institution and Dormitory. Its principles are mercy 
and hope, — its objects, reformation and restoration. 

It is acknowledged that the chajracters contemplated 
by this institution have forfeited all equitable claim upon 
the sympathy and regards of their fellowmen. It is also 
avowed, that it is not within the province of justice, 
civil or social, to rescue them. The punishment of the 
criminal is essential to the safety of society. This, in 
some of our prisons, is so administered as to secure all 
the reformatory advantage possible to civil punishment. 
We say, " possibU,*' intending by that to imply, that as 
the penal institutions of a country do not propose to 
themselves reformation as an object, it is only in ex- 
ceptional cases that that end is gained. Political 
governments as such cannot to the criminal, in con- 
nexion with his pimishment, largely apply remedial 
provision ; and we must look to the efforts of individual 
Christian compassion to redeem those who are under 
the curse of the laws of our country, that they may 
again receive the adoption of sons. 

Men ignorant of the condition of those whose case we 
are contemplating might suppose it possible to restore the 
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youthful criminal to bis paxents, and thereby to employ 
the first provision of Providence for the training of youth 
in the way in which they should go ; but it should be 
known that the parents of the youths in question are 
often the fathers of their crimes: so that to restore 
them to father and mother would frequently be to 
expose them to fresh temptation, and to involve them 
in deeper guilt ; while, even where the parents do not 
sustain a vicious character, there is commonly an un- 
willingness to receive back a prodigal son to the house 
he has left, and all applications on his own part, or by 
his benefactors on his behalf, fail to open to him the 
door of his father's dwelling. 

It may be said that the reformation of crimi- 
nals is the legitimate work of Christian churches ; 
but whether by the word " church" men mean the 
ministers of religion or Christian fellowships, in either 
case, the means is not adapted to the end. The per- 
sons before us are not foimd in attendance at our 
places of worship, imless it be to pick the pockets of 
thooe who go thither to worship God, or to rob the pews 
of the house of prayer. They do not, therefore, place 
themselves within the sphere of the ministrations of the 
Christian pastor. He and they cannot come into con- 
tact unless he goes to them. This is generally impos- 
sible on account of other and more important duties; 
while, if he were to go, his very office would give an 
impression of perfimctonness in the ministration whereby 
the heart of the criminal would be probably closed 
against him. Besides, these characters Uve a kind of 
Arab life, and it would be impossible, even by visitation, 
to keep particular cases under permanent instruction. 

It is of course impossible for any church mi masse to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 A PLACE OF BEPEKTAMOE. 

perform this labour of love— and we are shut up there- 
fore to the exertions of Christian individuals, whether 
ministers or laymen, who, laying aside all that is merely 
ministerial, ecclesiastical, and official, and retaining 
only that which is essentially and prominently Christian, 
bring their personal compassion and their individual 
Christianity to bear on the mind and the heart of those 
whom by the Training Institution and Dormitory we 
would redeem. 

The first principle of the Institution before us is 
Mercy, and the second is Hope; — hope, not merely 
in the hearts of those who support the establishment 
and conduct its operations, but hope awakened in the 
souls of those they would save. In the statement of 
cases which follow these remarks, it will be seen that 
in a large number of instances the criminal is kept to 
his evil course by sheer despair. He has lost his cha- 
racter, and he cannot regain it. Without a character 
he can find no means of honest livelihood. To beg he 
is often ashamed, and to steal he finds himself driven by 
the very hoplessness of his case. 

The object of this Institution is, by providing a 
" place of repentance^'' to awaken that hope without 
which genuine penitence is impossible. The criminal 
youth sees, by the very existence of such an institution, 
ih&t there are men in the world who do not despair of 
him, and this hope in them arouses the same feeling in 
himself ; so that he begins to look forward to the day 
when reformation of character, followed by restoration 
to society, shall be his happy lot. Reformation and 
restoration are the ultimate objects of this institution. 
It seeks to awaken the conscience, to soften the heart, 
to arouse self-respect, to impart principles of integrity 
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and truth, to teach the relations of men to each other 
and of every man to his God. It strives to make 
the idle industrious, the dependent independent, the 
thief upright and honest ; and when it has evidence of 
such a change, it provides some situation, either in this 
or in a foreign land, where, the past being unknown, 
the youthful criminal may, as a new creature, enter 
upon a new life. 

In nothing short of reformation and restoration does 
the Institution rest. And before passing to the cases 
which we intend to constitute this chapter, we may be 
allowed to repeat, that the principles of the London 
Colonial Training Institution and Dormitory are Mercy 
and Hope, and that the objects are Reformation and 
Restoration. 

Most of the cases that follow, are described from 
private letters addressed by the inmates to the author. 
He has not thought it right to mention names and 
places, or to employ the language (especially the 
slang terms) of the persons in question. The pub- 
lication of the letters the author would regard as a 
breach of the confidence reposed in him by the writers. 
Besides this, the letters might reach the eye of the 
authors, and this he should fear would be most inju- 
rious to the young men themselves. Instead of being 
ashamed of the circumstances related, they might be 
tempted to regard themselves as heroes in crime ; and 
all the mischief resulting from works and plays like 
that of " Jack Sheppard " would be inflicted by the pub- 
lication of this book. While, even if this were avoided, 
another evil would thereby be inflicted. It is very 
important to disconnect the identity of the criminal 
in prison from the identity of the criminal reformed; 
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and statements like those we have omitted, might 
enable persons to recognise lads holding situations in 
England, or labouring in America and the Colonies, as 
the persons who in former days had spent so many 
years in prison, and had led certain courses of crime. 
Nothing has been omitted which would truthfully ex- 
press the cases, and the author has most carefully guarded 
against exaggeration. Certainly, in this instance truth 
is both stranger and stronger than fiction. But as the 
author has carefully eschewed all rhetorical and poetical 
dressings -up of the cases, the reader is earnestly re- 
quested, not merely to peruse the statements, but, after 
he has read, to give them his most serious consideration. 



CASES. 

Case I. — On the evening of the 17th of April, 1848, as 
Mr. Nash was returning from a Ragged School Meeting, his 
attention was directea to a wretched-looking lad, whose 
only clothing was an old brown coat and a part of a pair 
of trousers. He brought him to the New Pye Street 
Ragged School, and on being stripped of his rags, his per- 
son was found to be in a most frightful state of filth, 
vermin having actually eaten holes in various parts of his 
body. After being thoroughly washed, he was clad in a 
shirt, the only garment that could be conveniently pro- 
cured, until some articles of clothing were kindly furnished 
by a benevolent lady. He then stated that his name was 

J W , that he had lost his parents, and had not a 

friend in the world ; he had been twice in prison for petty 
theft, and had worked with a builder in the vicinity of the 
Borough. To test the accuracy of this statement, Mr. 
Nash endeavoured to find out the builder, and after a 
wearisome inquiry, he ascertained that he had left the 
neighbourhood, and gone to reside in the country. Thi- 
ther Mr. Nash went, and after great difficulty succeeded in 
finding out his residence. The person in question was not 
at home, but Mr. Nash saw his wife, who gave a very satis- 
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factory account of the lad's conduct while he was in their 
service ; and she promised that her husband should call 
and see him at the school. On the following Tuesday, 
when Mr. Nash was at dinner, the boy's former master 
visited the school, and accused the lad of not having given 
Mr. Nash an accurate statement of his past hfe. The boy 
was so ashamed of this, that he said he could never see Mr. 
Nash again, as he had told him falsehoods : and he imme- 
diately left the school. Mr. Nash, on his return, hearing 
the circumstances under which the boy had absconded, 
conceived a more favourable opinion of him than he had 
before done. It was evident that the lad had not hardi- 
hood to face a direct lie ; and Mr. Nash determined, if pos- 
sible, to find him and bring him back. Diligent search 
was made during a fortnight, but without success, when 
one morning, as Mr. Nash was coming to the school, he 
saw the object of his solicitude in the Strand, in almost as 
wretched and filthy a condition as on the former occasion. 
He was taken to New Pye Street School, divested of his 
rags, thoroughly cleansed, and fresh clothing suppHed to 
him. He then gave the following statement of his past 
life, which was subsequently proved to be true. 

His name was not J W , but W E S . 

He was an orphan, and with an only sister had lived 

with their step-grandfather and grandmother in . 

Having stayed out one night at Camberwell Fair, he was 
turned out of doors by his grandfather. He attempted to 
get a situation as errand boy, but while seeking work he 
was obUged to sell one article of clothing after another to 
procure food. His want of clothing unfitted him for any 
situation, and he had no alternative but to beg, or steal, or 
starve. This wretched course he continued tiU he was 
providentially met as above related. At his request Mr. 
Nash went to see his grandfather, hoping to effect a recon- 
cihation ; but it was of no avail. His grandfather said he 
should never come over his threshold again ; but if Mr. 
Nash would send him to sea he would be glad, and the 
deeper the water the better. The grandmother seemed of 
a different opinion, and wept profusely, which induced Mr. 
Nash to call again, trusting that the grandfather would be 
in a less excited state ; but to his disappointment he found 
the grandmother, if possible, the more inveterate of the 
' two, and that her feigned compassion on the former visit 
was the result of intoxication, she being in the habit of 
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shedding tears very freely when in that state. A letter 
which he wrote to his sister, on being informed of the re- 
sult of Mr. Nash's visit, is given in Cnapter IV. 

Case II. — ^Aged 16, was just emerging from under the 
dark arches in the Strand, when he was seen by Mr. Nash. 
The weather was intensely cold, and the youth had neither 
shoes, stockings, nor jacket. He was invited to come to the 
Pye Street School, and though he had to undergo a very severe 
probation, he did not hesitate to embrace this opportunity 
of redeeming his character. The next day he was taken 
ill, and on washing his feet it was found that the bones of 
two of his toes were completely bared of flesh. His leg 
became inflamed, and it was feared that amputation would 
be necessary in order to save his hfe. In addition to this 
his whole l>ody was covered with woimds, which, the medi- 
cal attendant said, were caused by poverty of blood. The 
other lads were very attentive to him, and for some time 
carried him to and from the school to the lodgings for the 
night. At first he gave a wrong account of his hfe, but he 
afterwards told the truth ; and Mr. Nash had the happiness 
of effecting a reconcihation between him and his father, a 
few hours before the death of the latter. He stated that 
he had stolen 4a. from his father to go to the theatre, and had 
resolved to starve rather than return home, and he would 
veiy soon have perished from want of food, and from the 
inclemency of the weather, if he had not been seen and 
taken care of by Mr. Nash. He had for six months slept 
under arches ; he never stole much, and was not clever at 
begging. 

Case III. — ^Aged 20, had not slept in a bed for upwards 
of three years, but in a hole under the staircase of an 
empty house in Westminster. Had no recollection of his 
mrents, having been left at the door of the Westminster 
W orkhouse when only two years of age. At twelve was sent 
on board a fishing-smack, out ran away in consequence of 
the ill usage of the master. Lived by begging, stealing, 
carrying for costermongers, holding horses, &c. ; was once 
in TothiU Fields prison for taking part in the Chartist 
riots. 

Case IV. — Had lost his father ; had a stepmother, who 
sent him out in the streets at a very early age to get his 
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Kving ; liad been a beggar and a thief nearly the whole of 
his life ; had been in prison six times ; had seldom slept 
in a bed, but in carts, on door-steps, imder dry arches, &c. 

Case V. — ^A young man, of very respectable appearance, 
called on Mr. Nash with the following letter: — "Sir, — 
Having heard that you take great interest in unfortunate 
youths, I beg to refer my case to you, to see if you could 
do anything for me. For nine years I have been a thief, 
and never had a chance to better my condition, being left 
at an early age an orphan, and thrown upon the wide world 
to get my Uving ; and, what with bad companions and 

, I had recourse to stealing. Sir, you are the only 

gentleman I have ever heard of who takes an interest in 
such unfortunate youths as myself, therefore I beg to pre- 
sent myself for your approval, as I am truly miserable in 
the life I am leading, and would suffer any privation pro- 
viding I had the slightest chance to better my condition." 
The writer of this letter cheerfully completed the proba- 
tionary term, and after remaining an inmate ten months, 
he, with four others, emigrated to the United States. At 
a meeting which was held to take leave of them, he gave a 
most affecting account of his past life, the substance of 
which is as follows : — " I am now 23 years of age. Nine 
years ago I lost my mother, who died in the workhouse, 
worn out with her endeavours honestly to support her 
family. Myself and a brother, who is now a miserable con- 
vict, had, with blank despair, seen her carried to the grave, 
and were brought back to the workhouse, but the influ- 
ences under which we came in the workhouse deeply con- 
taminated us. We climbed over the walls and escaped 
into the street. I had never been taught to consider my- 
self a responsible agent ; and from stealing a loaf to satis]^ 
my hunger, I went on till I became an accomplished bur- 
glar ; was detected picking a lady's pocket, and sentenced 
to the treadmill. On my release, I was cast loose on the 
world as bad as when I entered." He added, " Prison dis- 
cipline has but little effect in reforming the criminal, for 
the duties are compulsory, and every one has to submit to 
the established regulations. Such institutions as that of 
which I have been an inmate are the true antidote to 
crime, for their principle is love, and a willing adherence 
to laws. All the months I have been in the Dormitory 
seem to me like a blessed dream, for it was there that I 
heard the first words of love and kindness that have been . 
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uttered to me since my mother died. Kind words," he 
said, " open the heart as warm sunshine does the petals 
of a flower, while the cold words of harshness shut our 
hearts and close them for ever." He concluded his state- 
ment (which was frequently interrupted by tears), by ex- 
pressing his sincere gratitude for what had been done for 
him, and his hope of becoming hereafter an honest and 
useful member of society. 

Case VI. — Bom near Reading in 1832, of irreligious 
parents ; came to London at a very early age ; attended a 
National School about a year ; was twice deserted by his 
parents. On being restored to them he was beaten in the 
most unmerciful manner by his father. Became acquainted 
at nine years of age with two lads older than himself, and 
was persuaded to join them in robbing tills, and in other 
dishonest practices, in which, for some time, they were very 
successful Was first imprisoned in Coldbath Fields ; on 
his release, he and his companions used to go into coffee- 
houses by night, and if there were any drunken men they 
would turn out their pockets and take the money. He 
says " there was a drunken man in one of these places — 
he looked very respectably dressed ; so we tried to turn 
out his pockets, but finding we could not, as we had no 
knife with us, I got under the table, and bit a hole in his 
pocket, but not being quite so well advanced in these sort 
of tricks, I let the money drop on the floor. Luckily 
nobody noticed it, there being so much noise in the house. 
We picked up 1^. 12«., and left the house ; but after all our 
good fortune, we could never save any money for many 
days together." After two years of this course his com- 
panions were transported, and he soon became acquainted 
with four others who were more daring than the former, 
and they committed robberies of a much more extensive 
character, to which they were chiefly instigated by a young 
woman of most abandoned character. One night, while 
engaged in plundering a pawnbroker's shop, they were 
detected — two escaped. The lad before us was, with two 
other thieves, taken in attempting to get over a back wall, and 
fully committed to the Old Bailey. He thus describes his 
state of mind : — ^** While waiting for trial I was miserable 
and unhappy. At last the sessions came on, and it came to 
our turn for trial. We stood before the judge guilty, and 
no one to speak for me. After being exammed, apd the 
jury finding us both guilty, and the police giving us a bad 
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character, the judge summed up the case, and was givmg 
out the sentence of transportation. I thought my heart 
would have broke, not for the punishment, but the thought 
of what had gone past, what a miserable creature I was, 
and what a great man I thought I was, when I was carry- 
ing on such games before I was taken." Instead of being 

- transported, he was taken in irons to y where he 

remained five years with but little amendment. The re- 
mainder of the term he passed at the Society, where 

he committed another robbery. A gentleman connected with 
that institution took an interest in him, and procured him 
a situation. He Uved for some time with a lady in the 
country, and went on well, but one night he got tipsy and 
ran awav ; next morning he found himself lying in the 
road without a penny in his pocket. Ashamed to go back 
to his mistress, he came to London ; and although he met 
with one of his old companions, he was not induced to 
return to his former vicious course. Tired of the miser- 
able life he was leading, and hearing of this Institution, he 
appUed for admission ; and he adds, " I thank God that 
there was such an institution open for such lads as I am." 
He had hved a dishonest life nine years, under a fictitious 
name. Had been committed three times, imprisoned four 
times ; can write and spell tolerably welL 

Case VII. — Bom in the parish of St. Pancras in 1834 ; 
both parents pious ; was sent to a National School at a 
verv early age ; at seven years old was taken from school, 
and worked with various employers for several years with- 
out committing any act of dishonesty. Became intimate 
with some depraved youths, with whom he used to stay 
out all night, particularly on Saturdays, after receiving his 
week's wages, causing great anxiety to his pious mother, 
who used every effort to reclaim him. Being induced one 
night to go to the theatre, he did not return to his em- 
ployment ; but assuming a fictitious name, he joined a set 
of dishonest lads ; was twice committed, three times im- 
prisoned, and once convicted. After his second imprison- 
ment, he says, " I went home, expecting to find my mother, 
as I had made a resolution to go to work, and not go 
thieving any more ; but when I got home, the landlady 
told me thai my mother was dead, which made me very 
sorry, for it was through me that she had become ill. I 
was now destitute of home, and had nowhere to go to, so 
I was obliged to resort to stealing again." Th^e days 
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after this he was again detected in shoplifting, and was 
sentenced to nine months' confinement in the Westminster 
Bridewell, where he heard of this Institution, and through 
the kindness of the Chaplain obtained admittance. At the 
close of his letter, which is legibly written in a simple and 
interesting style, with but few mistakes in orthography, he 
says, " If it had not been for this Institution I should have 
been a miserable being all the days of my life." 

Case VIIL — About 16 years of age ; was bom in 
the country ; parents dead ; Uved in various situations. 
Came to London on the death of his mother, but not ob- 
taining employment, and his money being all spent, he was 
providentisdly guided to this Institution, and thereby pre- 
served from crime. Writes a pretty good hand, and spells 
correctly. He says, " Going to a shop in Lambeth, to sell 
the coat off my back, the woman kindly directed me to the 
schoolmaster of a Ragged School, and he hearing what I 
had to say, brought me here, saying, * It would be better to 
prevent than cure ;' and I shall never be able to express 
my gratitude in terms strong enough for the kindness I 
have received." This is an exceptional case, but not beyond 
the province of the Institution. 

Case EL — Bom in the year 1832, in the Old Kent 
Road, of respectable parents ; has no recollection of his 
mother, who he has since heard was a pious woman, and 
died soon after he was bom. His father being unfor- 
tunate in business, he was placed at school by his aunts, 
first in the neighbourhood of London, and afterwards in 
an agricultural school in Yorkshire, where he remained 
eighteen months. Held a situation in Yorkshire five years, 
and another in Manchester eighteen months. Being dis- 
charged by his master, who was a very drunken man, he 
came to London in search of employment on the 1st of 
May, 1861. Lodged at several low lodging-houses, where 
he was robbed of his boots, and became acquainted with a 
vicious young man, with whom he endeavoured to earn a 
living by selling earthenware ; but his companion soon 
robbed him of his httle remaining money and left him. 
For two months he lived a dishonest life, begging by day 
and sleeping in the Unions ; in one of which he heard of 
this Institution ; and being tired of his wretched life, he 
appHed for admission and was received. Writes a fair 
hand, and the orthography is generally correct. 
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Case X. — Was bom in London, 1835, of pious parents ; 
was sent first to an Infant School, and afterwards to St. 
Peter's National School. Father died when he was seven, 
and his mother when he was 12 years of age. Through 
the influence of bad companions he stole some money fix)m 
the Charity School ; and having been apprenticed to a boot- 
maker, he robbed his master, was detected, and imprisoned 
three months. On his release, having no home to go to, 
the Chaplain of the prison recommended him to this Insti- 
tution. He lived a dishonest life two years ; was once 
imprisoned ; can write legibly ; and the orthography is 
generally correct. 

Case XL — Was bom in the parish of St. Luke, in the 
year 1830 ; both parents died when he was two years old. 
Having no friends he was taken into the workhouse ; was 
apprenticed to a box-maker in 1844 ; attributes his going 
astray to the ill-usage of his master, who was a druriard. 
On the failure of his master, through intemperance, he ob- 
tained occasional employment ; and when he could get no 
work, he stole everything that came to hand ; was im- 
prisoned four times, and was recommended to this Insti- 
tution by the Chaplain of the Westminster BrideweU. 
Writing legible ; orthography tolerably correct. 

Case XH. — Was bom in London ; attended a school 
in London ; at the age of 13 was engaged as an at- 
tendant to a Eoman CathoHc Priest ; dates the commence^ 
ment of his vicious career to his acquaintance with several 
dissolute yoimg men, by whom he was induced to rob the 
chapel ; and no suspicion falling upon him, he continued 
this course for a long time. Afterwards, being engaged as 
shop-boy in a bookseller's shop, he was in the haw)it of 
helping himself to the contents of the cash-box, which led 
to his detection and imprisonment. On his release, having 
lost his character, and being ashamed to go to his friends, 
he became desperate, and joined several wretched charac- 
ters in housebreaking, picking pockets, and other dishonest 
practices. Was detected taking a gentleman's watch, fully 
committed for trial, and sentenced to six months' impri- 
sonment in the Westminster Bridewell. Through the advice 
and recommendation of the Chaplain he appHed for ad- 
mission into the Dormitory, and he expresses in a very af- 
fecting manner his thankfulness to God and to the sup^t 
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porters of the Institution. He was imprisoned five times. 
Writes a good hand, and spells correctly. 

Case XIII. — Was bom in London, 1833 ; does not know 
whether his parents were pious or not ; attended a day 
and Sunday school at Hoxton and Coleman Street ; was 
employed in a wholesale warehouse, and discharged for 
dishonesty ; attributes his downfall to concert-rooms and 
evil society ; was never in prison ; Uved a dishonest Ufa 
one year : being tired of nis vicious propensities, and 
hearing of this Institution, he applied for admission. 
Writes a fair hand, and spells tolerably well. 

Case XIV.— Was bom at Bristol in the year 1834 ; 
neither of his parents pious ; lost his father when two and 
a-half years old ; was sent to the Charterhouse Square 
School ; attributes his going astray to evil companions, by 
whom he was persuaded to assist in robbing a till at 
Hackney. After about two years of dishonesty he was 
committed to the Westminster Bridewell for four months, 
where, through the Chaplain, he heard of this Institution, 
and being " tired of a miserable life," he apphed for ad- 
mission. Was once imprisoned and once committed ; had 
assumed fictitious names. Writes and spells indifferently! 

Case XV. — Was bom in Norfolk, in 1835, of poor 

Sarents. His mother was pious, but his father was a 
runkard ; attended the National School. When 12 years 
of age his mother died ; was taken by his father to a 
distance from his birth-place, and there deserted by him ; 
travelled from place to place in search of work. In Devon- 
shire he fell into bad company ; commenced a life of dis- 
honesty, in which he persisted for three years ; attributes 
his gomg astray to his desertion by his father ; was four 
times imprisoned and twice committed ; was induced to 
apply for admission to the Institution by the Chaplain of 
the Westminster Bridewell Writes a plain hand, and spells 
tolerably. 

Case XVL — Was bom in Marylebone, in the year 1834, 
of irrehgious parents ; attended a National School At 
12 years of age he robbed his master ; the theft being 
discovered, he was discharged, and on going home his 
father turned him out of doors ; obtained another situa- 
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tion, but was dismissed for dishonesty ; went into Kent to 
seek employment, but procuring none, he was obhged to 
steal for subsistence. Returning to London, he engaged 
himself as servant to a medical man, whom he robbed of 
20^., and ran away. After living a dishonest Ufe for two 
years, under a fictitious name, and being twice imprisoned, 
he was recommended to this Institution by the Chaplain of 
of the Westminster Bridewell ; attributes his vicious con- 
duct to going to plays. Writes and spells indifferently. 

Case XVII. — ^Was bom. in Lambeth, 1831, of respec- 
table parents, his father being the son of a soUcitor, and 
his mother the daughter of a major. Does not know whe- 
ther they were pious ; went to a National School ; when 
9 years old his father died of consumption ; through the 
influence of the Marine Society he was apprenticed to a 
ship for four years ; after one voyage he ran away from 
the ship, concealed himself till she had sailed, and then 
went home ; was harshly treated by his mother ; stole 
some money from her, and ran away; after committing 
various thefts, he was imprisoned in Stafford gaol ; coming 
back to London, he was met by his brother, who took him 
home and treated him kindly, but his behaviour was so 
bad that his friends quite cast him off*. After leading a 
life of crime for ten years, he was committed to the West- 
minster Bridewell. At the expiration of his term the 
Chaplain procured him admission into the Dormitory, 
where, he says, " I continued for four months, when one 
morning — I shall never forget it — I was so ungrateful as to 
run away with some clothes from the Institution. The 
same night I was taken at the Victoria Theatre, sent for 
trial, and sentenced to twelve months' imprisonment in 
the House of Correction. Mr. Nash was kind enough to 
forget the past, and take me back again, for which I return 
sincere thanks to him ; and what I hope and trust is, that 
I may become a respectable member of society." Had 
been in the House of Occupation two years, eight months ; 
imprisoned three times ; committed three times ; attri- 
butes his going astray to running away from home. 

Case XVHI.— Was bom in Kent, in the year 1832. 
Mother was a pious woman ; went to a pubhc school ; com- 
menced his wicked course by robbing his master at the 
instigation of evil associates. After several robberies, he 
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was committed for trial at Maidstone, and received six 
months' imprisonment, with private whipping. His cha- 
racter being gone, and not being able to obtain a situation, 
he, in concert with four other lads, assaulted a man and 
woman on the high road, bound them hand and foot, and 
took their money. Pursued by the police, he was reduced 
to great extremity. He says — " I had no money to pay 
for my lodgings, and I was obliged to sleep in the open air. 
I got up at three o'clock in the morning, and went straight 
to London, without a penny in my pocket, and not a bit of 
victuals in my lips. I seeked all about London for a situa- 
tion ;" but not having a character, nobody would employ 
him. Becoming quite desperate, he broke into a house, 
and stole a few articles of trifling value ; was apprehended, 
and sentenced to three months' imprisonment in Coldbath 
Fields. " There," he says, " I truly repented of what I had 
done ; and the Chaplain of the prison recommended me 
here, and I am truly thankful to him for it." He led a life 
of crime four years ; used a fictitious name ; was twice 
committed, and twice in prison ; attributes his downfall to 
bad company, gambling, and theatres and concert-rooms. 
Writes and spells badly. 

Case XIX. — Was bom in the parish of St. Pancras, 
1832. His father was a Roman Cathohc ; attended school 
in Tavistock Place till the age of 13 ; was in the habit of 
plajdng truant for six weeks together ; dates his ruin to 
visiting penny plays, and the bad companv which resort to 
such amusements ; robbed shop-tills, picked pockets, &c., 
being instigated to much of his wickedness by an abandoned 
woman with whom he Uved. Weary of his wretched man- 
ner of Hvinff, and wishing to reform, he applied for admis- 
sion into this Institution ; had been thirteen times in 
prison ; committed twice ; used two fictitious names. 
Writing fair, and orthography tolerably correct. 

Case XX. — Was bom in Bermondsey, in the year 1828. 
His father was pious ; attended a school connected with 
Surrey Chapel. His first offence was taking money from 
his father's mantel-piece, and the flogging he received 
served to harden Mm. At 19 years of age he left home in 
search of employment ; suffered very much from hunger ; 
robbed his master of 61. ; was tried at Newgate, and sen- 
tenced to four months' imprisonment. On his release, 
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his character being gone, he could obtain no work, and was 
admitted into this Institution through a gentleman who 
kindly interested himself in his behalf ; lived a dishonest 
life SIX years ; had been in prison, and committed once ; 
attributes his life of crime to the ill-treatment of his step- 
mother. Is able to write ; spells very badly. 

Case XXI. — Was bom in Norfolk, 1830, of irreUgious 
parents. His father died through intemperance ; attended 
a Simday-school ; attributes his going astray to visiting a 
low concert-room at Paddington ; committed various petty 
thefts for two and a-half years, for which he was imprisoned 
three times, and three times fiilly committed ; assumed 
two fictitious names. Being in danger of transportation, 
he apphed to the Chaplain of the Westminster Bridewell, 
who recommended him to the Institution, where he hopes 
to reclaim his character. Is able to write ; spells incor- 
rectly. 

Case XXH. — Was bom in Liverpool, in the year 1830 ; 
does not know whether his parents were pious ; lost his 
father at five years of age, and his mother not long after- 
wards ; attended a school. On the death of his mother he 
was left without any one to care for him, and falHng into 
bad society, he lived a dishonest life for ten years ; assumed 
various names ; procured a subsistence by attending race- 
courses, hawking, and stealing ; was three times committed ; 
imprisoned about twenty times. Wretched in mind, and 
desiring to alter his way of life, he applied for admission to 
this Institution. Writes a very good hand ; orthography 
generally correct. 

Case XXIIL — Was bom in Bristol, in the year 1831 ; 
does not know whether his parents were pious ; was left 
an orphan at eight years old. Through the kindness of a 
friend he was sent to school, and was taken to work in a 
stone-yard, where great care was taken of him; was led 
astray by the evil influence of some companions, who took 
him to concerts, and other low amusements ; hved a dis- 
honest life under a fictitious name two years ; was im- 
prisoned, and conmiitted three times ; heard of the Insti- 
tution when in the City BridewelL Writes and spells 
tolerably. 
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Case XXrV.— Was bom at Bath, 1829. His mother 
was pious ; attended a day and Sunday-school. His father, 
who had previously borne a good character, was trans- 
ported for a theft committed when in a state of intoxica- 
tion, which broke his mother's heart ; attributes his Hfe of 
crime to attending low theatres and concert-rooms, and 
associating with thieves and prostitutes ; assumed a ficti- 
tious name, and committed many daring robberies in Lon- 
don and in the country ; joined a gang of coiners in a 
provincial town ; Hved a dishonest life five years ; was im- 
prisoned eleven times ; committed five times. Being weaiy 
of a miserable life, he apphed for admission into the Insti- 
tution, through the advice of the Chaplain of Coldbath 
Fields Prison. Writing and orthography indifierent. 

Case XXV. — Was bom in Somersetshire, of irreligious 
parents ; attended the National School ; came to London 
and worked at a cabinet-maker's ; attributes his dishonesty 
to frequenting low theatres, and the influence of bad com- 
pany ; Uved a life of crime two years ; was imprisoned 
three times ; committed twice ; assumed a fictitious name ; 
was recommended to this Institution by the Chaplain of the 
Westminster BridewelL Is scarcely able to write, and 
spells badly. 

Case XXVI. — Was bom in Old Street Road, 1833; 

Earents both pious ; attended the Wesleyan Sunday-school, 
ambeth, and British School, G^eorge Street, Lambeth ; 
began to steal when about 8 vears of age ; lost both his 
parents when 14; assumed a fictitious name; Hved three 
and a-half years a life of crime ; was imprisoned twice ; 
committed once ; was always very miserable indeed ; 
and being told of this Institution by a woman, he applied 
for admission ; attributes his ruin to bad company and 
frequenting low concert-rooms. Writes and spells badly. 

CaseXXVIL— WasbominBlackfriarsin the year 1831 ; 
had a pious mother ; attended a school in Waterloo Road ; 
first stole his father's tools, and was by him sent to prison. 
At the instigation of two abandoned females, with whom 
he lived, he engaged in housebreaking, picking pockets, 
shoplifting, &c. Several ineffectual attempts were made by 
his family to reclaim him. He lived a life of crime ten 
years ; assumed a fictitious name ; was imprisoned nine- 
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teen times ; committed five times ; attributes liis going 
astray to evil companions and playhouses. Being weary of 
his degraded life, by the advice of the prison chaplain he 
applied for admission into this Institution. Writing and 
orthography good. 

Case XXVni. — Was bom in 1833 ; does not know the 
place of his birth ; parents both drunkards ; the only edu- 
cation he received was in the schools of the different prisons 
in which he was confined ; lived a dishonest life eight 
years ; was partly driven to it by destitution, and partly 
induced to do so by evil companions ; had been imprisoned 
ten times ; committed twice ; used a feigned name ; had 
stolen property to the amount of 160^. ; was induced to 
apply to this Institution by a desire to reform, and through 
the advice of the prison chaplain. Can write a fsur hand ; 
spells indifferently. 

Case XXIX.— Was bom at York, May 1, 1833 ; parents 
were not pious ; went to school at York ; was first tempted 
to steal money which he saw lying about in his father's 
house ; was imprisoned seven times ; committed seven 
times ; lived a dishonest life, under several fictitious names, 
four years. Weary of his degraded life, he applied for ad- 
mission into the Listitution. Can scarcely write at all ; 
spells badly. 

Case XXX. — Was bom in London ; lost his father 
when very young ; was sent to school by his mother ; used 
to play truant and steal, instead of going to school. Being 
detected, he was sent to prison. On his release he became 
more and more vicious ; was apprenticed to the captain of 
a vessel ; robbed the captain and ran away ; joined several 
bad young men in housebreaking, &c. On one occasion, 
having broken into a house, they made a noise which 
aroused the inmates. One of his accomplices was shot in 
the neck, and taken. A reward of 201, being offered for his 
apprehension, he lived concealed in Field Lane, sleeping 
under arches, in a state of the most abject misery ; ven- 
tured to go to the Field Lane Ragged School, where he 
heard of this Institution ; lived a dishonest life eight years ; 
was imprisoned fourteen times; committed five times; 
had stolen property to the amount of 730^. Writes legibly ; 
spells incorrectly. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



32 A PLACE OP REPENTANCE. 

Case XXXI. — Was bom in Ireland ; came to England 
with his father when 9 years of age ; worked at his 
father's trade till he was 22, when his father died; 
became acquainted with some dissolute young persons of 
both sexes, who soon brought him to ruin ; turned hawker, 
and for two years struggled hard to get a livelihood ; came 
to London in search of work, but could obtain none ; was 
driven by starvation to commence a course of dishonesty. 
He says, — " I was obhged to steal or starve, so I preferred 
•the former. My general way of dishonesty, since I com- 
menced it, was housebreaking, and catching a man around 
his throat, whilst an accompUce rifled him. I have spent 
nine months in prison out of the fifteen that I have been 
leading this miserable hfe, which I hope, with God's bless- 
ing, I shall never be driven to again, and I hope once more 
to become a respectable member of society, and to show 
my gratitude to my best of friends, the promoters of this 
Institution, by my future good conduct." Writing good ; 
orthography generally corr^. 

Case XXXII.— Was bom at Winchester, 1836 ; ungodly 
parents ; went to a Simday-school ; began to steal when 
6 years old ; lost his mother at 10 ; ran away from home 
at 11 ; joined some wicked lads in robbing gardens and 
farm-yards. Several ineffectual attempts were made to 
reclaim him by his father ; robbed his father and his master 
to the amount of 70^. ; attributes his going astray to ill- 
treatment ; lived a life of crime seven years ; imprisoned 
five times ; committed once ; was induced to seek admis- 
sion into this Institution through the advice of the Chaplain 
of the prison where he was last confined. Writes and spells 
badly. 

Case XXXIII. —Was bom at Peckham, 1833, of pious 
parents ; attended the National School ; lost his father 
at 15 years of age, and becoming acquainted with some 
dissolute young men, he left his employment, assumed fic- 
titious names, and procured a subsistence by stealing and 
writing begging letters, sometimes getting a sovereign and 
sometimes less, all of which he used to spend in theatres, 
concert-rooms, and pubHc-houses, with the worst charac- 
ters. Several times resolved to forsake his vicious course, 
and attempted to obtain employment, but could not suo- 
oeed, and was compelled to resort to dishonesty agam ; 
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lived a life of crime three years ; was imprisoned twice ; 
committed once ; attributes his going astray to his love of 
^easure ; was recommended to this Institution by the 
Chaplsun of Coldbath Fields Prison. Writes and spells 
indifferently. 

Case XXXTV. — Was bom at Hammersmith; aged 
18. At fourteen years of age he left his home, but was 

Sersuaded by his sister to return. Through the in- 
uence of Ms stepmother, his father turned him out of 
doors, when he became desperate, and associated with some 
loose young men, who took him to the theatre. He says, 
" I was very much delighted with what I saw, and did 
thieve to go again." Being committed to prison, he re- 
solved to amend ; but, he says, " No sooner did mj time 
expire, than the evil thought came into my mind again, and 
I used to think of my bad companions and of going to the 
play, and being free, as I used to call it. I had not been 
long free, before I was put in prison again, and then re- 
pented, as I did before." After being imprisoned three 
times, he says, " I became hardened, and did not care about 
prison, and used to say I wish I was transported." Having 
heard of this Institution, he procured admission through 
the schoolmaster of the prison in which he was last con- 
fined. Was a thief three years ; imprisoned five times ; 
committed twice ; is able to write ; spells very incorrectly. 

Case XXXV. — Was born at Hertford ; was brought up 
in London ; attended St. Pancras National School till the 
age of 13. Having lost two situations through dishonesty, 
he was turned out of doors by his father, and joined 
several wicked young men and women in shop-hfting, 
picking pockets, &c. ; was imprisoned, and after his release 
he attempted for a little while to procure a Uvelihood by 
selling note paper, but could not succeed. He says, " I was 
a vagrant and a thief four years, and I was quite tired of 
my life ; and having heard of this Institution, I came and 
got in, and I am very happy that I have an opportunity of 
retiring from my former life." He had stolen from 2(ft. to 
30^., and had hved in twenty-four situations, which he left 
for dishonesty and lying. Writes and spells badly. 

Case XXXVL— Was bom in London, 1833, of irreli- 
gious parents; attended a British School. At the age of 14 

D 
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he took a hoHdaj to go to the -ptej ; was discharged by has 
master, and turned out of doors by his father. Becoming 
Acquainted with bad companions, he joined them in house^ 
breaking ; was imprisoned six months ; and on his rdease, 
having no means of subsistence, he became desperat^; con- 
tinued to live a life of crime five years, imtil he heard of 
this Institution, and applied for admission. 

Case XXXVII.— Was bom in Westminster; is 16 
years of age ; lost his mother when three years old ; was 
sent to school, but he played truant and kept the money ; 
ran away fix)m home several times, and procured a subsist- 
ence bv dishonesty. At length, having stolen clothes from 
his father, to the amoimt of 31^ he went to ike play, and 
never returned home. His money was soon spent, and for 
three years he lived ihe life of a thief Had be^ impri- 
soned seven times, once fiiUy committed ; had stolen in 
the whole about 100^. 

Case XXXVIH— -Was bom in London, of Roman Ca- 
tholic parents; never went to sdiooL At 14 years of 
age was enticed by his companions to leave hk home^ 
and go to the play ; and b^g very nmch delighted with it, 
lie commenced stealing, in omer to procure the means of 
going a^dn. For a long time he eluded detection, and 
obtamed a good deal of money, whidi he spent in the 
theatres, and with dissolute young women ; lived a life of 
crime several years ; was impisoned several times ; was 
led to desire reform through the influence of the Chaplain 
of the prison where he was last confined. Cannot read or 
write. 

Case XXXIX.— Was bora at Preston in the year 1831 ; 
attended school about seven years. On the death oi his 
mother, be began to rob his master to obtain money to go 
to the play, and on being detected was turned out of doors 
by his father ; was imprisoned four times ; committed four 
times ; lived a life of crime several years ; was led to 
4esire reform through the instructions of tbe Chaplain of 
ike Old Bailey, who procured him admission into this In* 
stitution. Writes a fair hand, and spells correctly. 

Case XL. — Was bom in London^ educated at the 
— Hospital; began to steal at the age of 12; robbdd 
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different masters to a very large amount, but escaped 
punishment tlirough the respectability of his mother. 
After several daring robberies ne imposed, by means of a 
fo]*ged letter, upon a gentleman, who took him to his house, 
and treated hun as a father : but he could not keep his 
fingers from stealing, and stole from his benefactor property 
to the amount of 2w, Afterwards, with two associates, he 
went into the counl^, passing bad money, and stealing 
everything that came in their way. He says, "I was 
obliged to give that up on account of my mate getting 
twelve months in York Gaol. Then I took to beM;ing and 
writing begging-letters, getting 6«. from one, 10». from 
another, until I was obliged to stop that game." Was 
recommended to this Institution by the Treasurer. Writing 
and orthography good. 

Case XLL — Was bom in London, of Roman Catholic 
parents. His mother ke^t a brothel ; commenced stealing 
at a very early age ; obtained various situations, in all of 
which he robbed his employers. On one occasion he stole 
35Z. from his master, which himself and two companions 
spent in three days. He lived a dishonest life eleven 
years, and becoming weary of it, he did not care what be- 
came of him, until he heard of this Institution from the 
Chaplain of Coldbath Fields Prison. Had been in prison 
five times ; fully committed three times ; had stolen money 
to the probable amoimt of 1000^. Writing legible ; spell- 
ing tol^ably correct. 

Casb XLH. — Was bom in Ireland, of Eoman Catholic 
parents. At the age of 15 was apprenticed at Cork. Shortly 
after he became ac<^uainted with some bad young men^^d 
he gives the followmg account of his early career : — ** They 
led me to join a gang of men called the ' White Boys.' I 
was with them about two years, and our work was breaking 
into gentlefolks* houses, and robbing them of what we 
could get hold of, but, above all, taking away their firearms, 
and keeping them. They could not tell our features, we * 
being always coloured both in the face and clothes. One 
night, as we entered into a magistrate's house, he got up 
alters with a gun loaded in his hand. Two more and me 
followed him, whilst the others turned over the house. 
The magistrate fired a shot and killed one of my partners, 
and as I looked around me to see the best way of escape, 
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his sister fired at me, and shot my left leg. By this time 
the others came to us, and we got off home. The police 
were shortly £rfter us, and I fled to Wales." After com- 
mitting vanous robberies, and being imprisoned twenty-four 
times, he came to London ; "where," he says, "most un- 
doubtedly I would have been transported, had not I, through 
the grace of Gk>d, been brought to this good Institution, 
and saved from going further on in evil ; for truly at this 
time I was tirea of the wicked and miserable fife I was 
leading, and was glad to find a place of rest." He writes a 
legible hand ; spells incorrectly. 

Case XLIII. — Was bom in Liverpool. At 7 years of 
age attended a Koman Catholic School for nine months ; 
lost his mother when 8 years old. At 14 came to Lon- 
don in search of employment, but obtaining none, was 
driven to steal in order to live ; continued this course of 
dishonesty several years ; was imprisoned twice, and com- 
mitted. Was recommended to this Institution by the 
Chaplain of the prison. Writes a plain hand ; spells in- 
differently. 

Case XLIV. — ^Was bom in Southwark, of ungodly pa- 
rents ; attended a school in Southwark. At 16 he rob- 
bed his master, and being thrown out of his situation 
without a character, he had no means of procuring an 
honest livelihood. After his first imprisonment, he says, 
" I got hardened, and cared for nothing ; and went on 
steafing things from shop -doors for nearly two years. I 
often wished for something better to do ; but having no 
parents that would do anything for me, I was obliged to go 
with my old companions, till I was taken up for stealing a 
chain, and sent to Westminster Bridewell for ten days ; 
and from there I was sent here by the Chaplain, for which 
I have gi'eat reason to thank him." Attributes his going 
astray to visiting low theatres. Writing and orthography 
indifferent. 

Case XLV. — Was bom in London. Lost his mother at 
7 years of age ; was kindly brought up by his married 
brother; was taught by his father until he was 12 
years old, when he was sent to a school in Wyndham 
Street. His first act of dishonesty was stealing pigeons 
from his brother. At 14 he was taken into h£ father's 
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shop, and went on well for some time ; but going one night 
to the Marylebone Theatre, he became acquainte<i with an 
abandoned young woman, who was the means of his ruin. 
His dissolute conduct obliged his father to send him away 
from home, though not until he had used every effort to 
reclaim him. He then associated with vicious yoimg men, 
and procured a subsistence by shoplifting, pickmg pockets, 
and house-breaking. Under the influence of an awakened 
conscience he returned to his brother, who received him 
kindly ; but meeting with some of his former companions, 
he resorted again to his evil habits ; was discovered steal- 
ing coats from a gentleman*s house, and committed to 
Newgate. The Chaplain attempted in vain to affect a recon- 
ciliation with his father ; and a lady having told him of this 
Institution, he applied for admission. Writes and spells 
indifferently. 

Case XLVI. — "Was bom at Liverpool. Attended school 
in London ; came to London when 4 years old. His 
father was a seaman, and much from home, and his mother 
was obliged to work hard for a living ; so that he had but 
httle parental supervision. Being induced by some asso- 
ciates to go to the play, he robbea his mother to procure 
the means of going. Never Hved in more than one situa- 
tion, from which he was discharged for dishonesty, caused 
by his love of the theatre. Joined a gang of thieves in 
stealing petty articles from the markets, robbing poultry- 
yards ana orchards. Having been imprisoned, he returned 
to his old associates, and became more and more hardened. 
Was for a long time successful in escaping detection, having 
been three times taken to Worship Street, and eight times 
to the Thames PoUce Court, and got off without punish- 
ment. On the last occasion he was sentenced to Bndewell, 
where, through the kind attentions of the Chaplain, he be- 
came desirous of reform, and applied for admission to this 
Institution. Writes a fair hand, and spells pretty cor- 
rectly. 

Case XLVH. — ^Was bom in Wales. Lost his father 
when 11 years of age ; being destitute of friends, he fell 
into bad company, who ruined him. In his first situation 
he robbed his master of 16^., and absconded. Travelled to 
different towns in Wales and England, in most of which he 
was imprisoned. Came to London, where he soon spent 
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his money in bad company, theatres, and concert-rooms. 
Being in great distress, and tired of the miserable life hcf 
led, he applied for admission into this Institution. Writeti 
and spells indifferently. 

Case XLVIII. — Was bom in Chelsea, of irreligious 
parents ; aged 17 ; attended a school in Chelsea. Began 
to earn his living at ten years old ; for four years he served 
as call-boy on bocurd a steam-boat ; was thrown out of em- 
ployment on the boats ceasine to run at the commence- 
ment of the winter season, and his father dying about this 
time, he fell into veiy bad society, with whom he remained 
three months. Having obtained another situation, he rob- 
bed his master of 16?., and fuUy committed himself to a life 
of crime. Was imprisoned in Guildford Gaol; on his 
release he returned to London, and, he says, " I looked 
about for work, but I could not get any ; and a man gave 
me five shillings, and lent me a barrow to go to mark^ to 
buy me some things to get me an honest livelihood. I 
went on well for about a month, and the things got so dear 
at market that I could not buy them ; so I spent all the 
money and sold the barrow. Nine days after, I was given 
into custody, and fully committed to Clerkenwell, and 
Sentenced to three months at Westminster Bridewell,** 
Through the influence of the Chaplain he procured ad- 
mission to this Institution. Writing legible, spelling gene- 
rally correct. 

Case XLIX. — ^Was born in London. Left his home at 
10 years of age, and associated with some abandoned 
youths, who took him to the Victoria Theatre, and he com- 
menced stealing in order to so again ; was soon taken and 
imprisoned. On his release he returned to his bad com- 
panions, and being detected stealing a lady's purse, he was 
again imprisoned. He says, on this occasion, " The judge 
sentenced me to six months' hard labour and a good flog* 
ging. The imprisonment I did not care for, but the flog- 
ging was more punishment than all. I thought I would 
never steal again when I saw some poor boys tied up to be 
flogged, and every moment thinking it was my turn.'* 
Through the Chaplain of the prison he was led to desire 
reform, and admission into the Dormitory. Writing and 
orthography indifferent. 
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Case L. — ^Was bom in a small town in Wiltshire ; assisted 
Ids father in his business of baker and confectioner. About 
three years since he came to London, to be cashier in an 
outfitting establishment kept by his unde ; lived with him 
in a most comfortable manner for two years, when the cir- 
cumstances which led to his becoming an inmate of the 
Dormitory occurring are thus related in his own words :— ^ 
" Only my employer and I slept in the house, and one 
mommg, as one of the shopmen came to awaken me, he 
saw a female on the town leave the house, and one of the 
neighbours saw it also. During the day my master was 
told of it, in a joking way, by one of the shopmen. He 
fdgned ignorance on the subject, and took it as a joke ; but 
when he heard that his neighbours had se^i her also, 
fearing the scandal, he resolved to place it on my shoulders, 
and to bear out his allegation he turned me out of my 
situation, and refused to give me a character." Not being 
able to obtain a situation, he was obliged to dispose of his 
clothes, and to live in a most wretched manner. He adds, 
— " After sleeping in the Park all night, in the morning I 
went to the baker and bought half a loaf, for which I paid 
three hs^ence; put it in my pockets, and went to a 
coffee-house for half a pint of coffee and a book : there I 
would remain all day, reading novds, &c. One day, as I 
was reading Dickens's " Household Words," I read an ar- 
ticle on this Institution, and I thought it would be just the 
thing for me, could I but obtain admission ; so I dedled on 
Mr. Nash, who admitted me." He adds, ^* I cannot but 
reflect on the providence of God, who first placed me in a 
situation of great difficulty, that he might, through the in- 
strumentaUty of this Institution, bring me to a faiowledge 
of my true state as a sinn^.'* He writes a good hand, and 
spells very correctly. 

Case LL— Was bbrn at Tunbridge Wells. His father 
died through intemperance, after which his mother came 
to London, and earned her livelihood as a laundress. Ob- 
tained a situation in a baker's shop ; used to go with 
several wicked boys to Chalk Farm every Sunday, and 
through his desire to have more money than the others he 
robbed his master, and ran away. Continuing his dis- 
honest course, he was committed to the Old Bailey. As to 
the effect of his first imprisonment upon his character he 
thus writes :— ^' I can safely afi&rm, that if they had given 
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me a little solitary confinement and a flogging, instead of 
sending me to prison (which they did for six months), I 
should never have gone thieving again ; for I learrU more 
abotU thieving whilst I was at Newgate than I ever heard of 
before^ On his release he returned to his associates, and 
for a long time procured a subsistence by area-sneaking, 
passing bad money, and house-breaking; in the last of 
which they were so skilful, that he says, " I never knew a 
door that would keep us out provided we were not dis- 
turbed." After being several times imprisoned, he was ap- 
prenticed to a shoemaker ; but his love of the theatre pre- 
vailed over his resolution to reform, and he robbed his 
master and absconded. Went to the Liverpool races, 
where he and his companions reaped a profitable harvest. 
After having been several times imprisoned and committed, 
he was recommended to the Dormitory by the Chaplain of 
Coldbath Fields. He had stolen money and property to 
the probable amount of 700^. Writes and spells very 
correctly. 

Case LII. — ^Was bom in London, of Roman Catholic 
parents ; received no education ; left his home at 11 
years of age. His first act of dishonesty was going with 
another boy on board a ship in the London Docks, and 
stealing a large sum of money and three watches. Em- 
boldened by his success, he engaged in robberies of a more 
daring description, and was committed to prison. On com- 
ing otU, he found his former associates waiting for him ; 
and for a long time hved a most abandoned life. W as again 
imprisoned, and at the expiration of his term was sent to 
the Philanthropic Society, but the disciphne had no good 
effect upon him. After repeated imprisonments, he be- 
came so notorious that the judge at the Old Bailey, 
where he was last convicted, sentenced him to six months* 
hard labour and two floggings, with a threat that he 
should be transported for the next offence. Through the 
instruction of the Chaplain he became desirous of reform, 
and was recommended to this Dormitory. Attributes his 
life of crime to evil companions. Cannot write. 

Case LIII. — ^Was born in London. Left school at 
14 ; lived honestly in several situations till he got into 
bad company ; robbed his master, and was sent to prison. 
Was often in great distress, and was twice imprisoned for 
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stealing a loaf of bread. After several extensiye robberies 
and convictions, he applied for admittance into this Institu- 
tion, but was prevented, as he says, b^ his bad behaviour. 
Being again imprisoned in the Westmmster Bridewell, Mr. 
Nash received him into the Dormitory. Had been impri- 
soned several times, and committed. Writes and spells 
very badly. 

Case LIV. — Was bom at Manchester. His parents 
died early. Attended a Sabbath and day-school; left 
school at the age of 8, and worked with his father, who 
was a tailor. Procured a situation as errand-boy, but could 
not keep it on account of his being too small. He says, " I 
had to stop at home then, which my father did not Hke ; 
so he began to be curious with me." He went to Liverpool 
and other places in sewrch of employment, but was gene- 
rally imsuccessfiil. Betumed home, and was apprenticed ; 
but left his situation on suspicion of having stolen some 
brushes. His innocence was proved, but his master did not 
take him back. Came to London, and endured very great 
hardships ; but he never yielded to the temptation to be- 
come dishonest. Heard of this Institution at a Ragged 
School, and applied for admission: considers that Mr. 
Nash has spared his life by receiving him. Writes and 
spells tolerably well. 

Case LV. — Was bom at Brompton ; parents ungodly ; 
attended a school at Brompton. At 14 years of age he 
began to rob his master, a tailor, and was discharged without 
punishment. In his next situation he stole what he could 
to obtain money to spend at Battersea Fair on Simdays ; 
was imprisoned for three months, and ofa coming out he 
was forced to have recourse to his old habits, as his cha- 
racter was gone, and nobody would employ him. Was im- 
prisoned several times, and committed. Writing and or- 
thography very bad. 

Case LVI. — ^Aged 30. Was bom at Cork. Came to 
England in infancy ; went to sea at 12 years of age, and 
served on board a merchant vessel for some years, filtered 
the East India Company's service for nine years ; was dis- 
chaiged in 1845, and returned to London. Obtained a 
situation, but becoming acc[uainted with some bad men, he 
assisted them in robbing his master's house of every thing 
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he could take, and ran away. After being imprisoned an«l 
committed, heard of this Institution, and solicited ad- 



Casb LVIL — ^Was bom in Ireland, age 18 ; went to 
school in his childhood. Began his dishonest life about 
three vears ago, by supplying girls with articles out of his 
father s shop ; not being suspected, he robbed his father to 
a greater extent, and left home. After three months* success 
with his wicked companions he was apprehended ; but no 
prosecutor appearing against him, he was discharged. His 
stepmother used great effort to reclaim him, and induced 
him to return home ; but becoming tired of the restraints 
of his father's house, he stole what money he could, and 
again left. After having been imprisoned several ^mes 
and committed, he heard of this Institution, and appUed 
for admission. Writes legibly, i^Us indifferently. 

Case LVIIL — ^Was bom in the East Indies, age 19. 
Went to sea, and after two voyages he became tired of a 
sulor's life, and ran away. Having no friends, he was re- 
duced to great extremities, and stole to appease his 
hunger. Game to England ; suffered much from destitu- 
tion. Attended the Field Lane Ragged School, and joined 
some vicious youths whom he met there ; was imprisoned 
and committed. Heard of this Institution from a gentle- 
man who spoke to him in the street, and sent him to Mr. 
NaslL Writes and spells veiy badly. 

Case LIX. — Was bom in London. When very young 
his fEkther deserted his fiunily and wife, and went to Uve in 
France with another woman. Was in a boarding-school in 
Horsleydown till 8 years old, when he became errand-boy 
at a grocer's. At 12 he went on board a collier, and con- 
tinued at sea three years. Obtained a situation at an op- 
tician's, but left on account of ill-treatment by his mast^, 
who, after he left, would not give him a character ; so that 
he was compelled to steal as his only means of procuring 
subsistence. After imprisonment several times, he was 
recommended to the Dormitory by the Chaplain of Cold- 
iMith Fields Prison. Writes a fair hand, and spells cor- 
rectly. At the close of his letter he says, " This Instituti<m 
deserves the support of every Christian. It has been a 
blessing to many, and gives every hope of being a blessing 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



to many more. It surdy must be more pleasing to every 
Christian to support such an Institution as this than to pay 
for the building of prisons." 

Case LX. — ^Was bom in the parish of St. Pancracu 
Worked steadily at the trade of carpenter, until becomiz^ 
acquainted with some bad companions he was induced to 
join them in robbing a house in the neighbourhood of 
liondon. Emboldened by the success of his first attempt^ 
he left his work, and gave himself up to a life of crime ; for 
which he has suffered imprisonment, and been conmiitted* 
Writing and orthography very bad. 

Case LXI. — ^Was bom in London in the year 1832 ; 
lost his parents when very young. In 1845 he became 
attached to a servant girl at an inn, and through her influence 
Over him, he was persuaded to leave his home and assist 
her in robbing her master's house ; they took 611. ; lived 
together till the money was aU spent, and afterwards pro- 
cured a subsistence by shoplifting and picking pockets. It 
was not long before they were both detected and im- 

grisoned : on his release he attempted to earn an honest 
velihood, but was unable to do so. Returned to his 
former practices ; was imprisoned several times, and com- 
mitted. Heard of the Institution from the Chaplain of the 
last prison in which he was confined. Writes and spells 



Case LXII. — ^Was bom at Kensington in the year 1833, 
of pious parents ; attended a National School at Ken- 
sington. Attributes his career of iniquity to being turned 
out of doors by his father-in-law because he could not ob- 
tain employment. Falling in with some vicious youths, he 
assumed several fictitious names, and for six years lived a 
most abandoned life, — drinking, gambling, frequenting 
theatres, picking pockets, &c. On one occasion he took 
47^. out of the pocket of a sailor at Portsmouth ; came to 
London, and spent it all in three days. Was imprisoned 
eleven times, committed four times. Through the fear of 
transportation and the instmotions of the Chaplain of the 
City Bridewell, he applied for admission into this Institu- 
tion. Writes a fair nand, and spells pretty correctly. 

Case LXIIL^Was bom in the parish of St. Luke, in 
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tbe year 1818, of pious parents ; attended a school at 
Somers Town. Attributes his going astray to want of em^ 
ployment and the influence of evil comjjany ; lived a dis- 
nonest life six years ; was twice committed, four times 
imprisoned. Was led to desire reform through wretched- 
ness of mind and a wish to obtain an honest hvehhood. 

Case LXIV. — ^Was bom in the Edgeware Koad, in the 
year 1831, of ungodly parents ; went first to a boarding 
and then to a Sunday-scnool. Was led astray by gambling 
and frequenting plays ; lived a life of crime five years ; 
was once imprisoned and committed. Tired of his dis- 
honest practices, he applied for admission. 

Case LXV. — ^Was bom at Somers Town, 1823, of serious 
parents ; attended a CathoUc boarding-school. Attributes 
his going astray to being left without friends. Assumed 
fictitious names ; lived a dishonest life nineteen years ; 
was nine times imprisoned, four times committed, and once 
transported. Was excited to desire reform by weariness of 
his vicious mode of living, and the expectation that if again 
convicted his life would be forfeited. 

Case LXVI. — ^Was bom in London, in the year 1835, of 
pious parents ; attended a British School. Through the 
mfluence of evil companions he lived a Hfe of crime two 
years ; was imprisoned and committed once. Being very 
uneasy in mind, he applied for admission into this Insti- 
tution. 

Case LXVIL — ^Was bom in London, in the year 1831, of 
ungodly parents ; went to school at Tooting. Was led 
astray through drunkenness and bad company ; lived a 
dishonest hfe, under a fictitious name, two years ; was im- 
prisoned seven times, committed three times. Was re- 
commended to this Institution by a City Missionary. 

Case LXVIII.-— Was bom in Wilts, in the year 1824, of 
unsodly parents ; attended a National School Bobbed his 
father, and ran away from home; hved a life of crime 
nineteen years ; was imprisoned sixteen times, committed 
four times, once transported. His reasons for desiring 
reform are thus expressed : — '^ I was tired of my life, and 
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tny oonscience told me that I was a great sinner, and I was 
afraid of the anger of Gk)d." 

Case LXTX. — Was born at Islington, in the year 1832. 
Does not know whether his parents were pious ; never 
attended any school. Was led astray by bad company ; 
Uved a dishonest life eight years; was imprisoned four 
times, committed once. Was led to desire reform through 
the kindness of a Missionary in Islington. 

Case LXX. — Was bom in Southwark, in the year 1832. 
His father was pious ; attended a British School Was led 
astray by bad company ; Uved a life of crime six years ; 
was imprisoned six times, committed once. Was led to 
desire reform through weariness of his abandoned habits. 

Case LXXI. — ^Was bom at Brompton, in 1832. Lost his 
parents when a child ; attended no school. Was driven to 
steal by starvation ; continued his dishonest course under 
fictitious names eleven years ; was imprisoned nine times. 
Attributes his present strong desire of reformation to his 
good treatment at the Institution, and the kindness of the 
teachers. 

Case LXXII. — ^Was bom at Clapham, in the year 1835 ; 
had a pious mother ; attended the Stockwell National and 
Sunday School. Was led astray by bad company ; lived 
a dishonest Hfe one year ; was imprisoned once, and com- 
mitted once. Became desirous oi reform on hearing Mr. 
Nash speak of the Institution while visiting the prison in 
which himself was confined. 

Case LXXIH. — ^Was bom in London, in the year 1834, 
of pious parents. Attended a day-school. Attributes his 
ruin to bad companions ; Hved dishonestly two years ; was 
twice imprisoned, and twice committed. Became tired of 
his miserable life, and was recommended to the Institution 
by a gentleman in Camden Town. 

Case LXXIV.— Was bom at Cork, in the year 1823. His 

{)arents were Roman Cathohcs. Never went to school ; was 
ed astray by bad companions ; assumed a fictitious name. 
Was dishonest five years ; imprisoned four times ; com- 
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ttiitted four times. Weary of his miserable life, he apf^ed 
for admission into this Institution. 

Case LXXV. — ^Was born at Lewes, in the year 1834. His 
|>u:ents were Eoman Catholics. Attended no school, except 
m. the House of Occupation. Attributes his ruin to going 
to plays. Lived a life of crime under an assumed name 
twelve years ; was twelve times imprisoned, but never 
committed. Was tired of his miserable life, and applied 
for admission into the Listitution. 

Case LXXVI. — Was bom in the Commercial Road, Lon- 
don, in the year 1833. His mother was pious. Attended a 
private school. Dates his ruin to visiting theatres and 
gambling ; assumed several fictitious names ; lived a life of 
crime six years ; was imprisoned five times, and committed 
twice ; was desirous of redeeming his character, and applied 
for admission into the Dormitory. 

Case LXXYH—Was bom m Bedfordshire, 1834, of 
ungodly parents. Attended a Sunday and day-school at 
Luton. Attributes his going astray to visiting the theatre ; 
twsumed fictitious names ; lived a dishon^ life seven 
years ; was imprisoned six times, committed five times. 
Was recommended to this Institution by the Chaplain of 
the City Bridewell 

Case LXXVIII. — ^Was bom afc Norwood, in the year 
1833, of ungodly parents. Attended a Wesleywi school ; 
was led astray by bad company; assumed a fictitious name; 
was dishonest four years ; imprisoned eight times ; com- 
mitted four times. Being deeply sen^ble of his degraded 
condition, he apphed for admission through the advice of 
the Chaplain of Westminster &idewdl. 

Case LXXIX.— Was bom at Somera Town, 1829, of un- 
godly parents. Attended a school in Fitzroy Market, Fitzroy 
Square. Attributes his ruin to visiting painy play-houses, 
and bad company ; assumed £ctitious ncunes ; lived a life of 
crime nine years ; was twice imprisoned. On hearing of 
ihis Institution, he became desirous of reform. 

Case LXXX.— Was bom at Canterbury, March 10th, 
1828. Had a pious mother. Attended a charity-school ; 
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WBS led astray by bad company ; lived dii^Qnesily twelve 
years; assumed a false name; was once imprisoned, and 
committed. Was tired of his dissipated life, and appUed 
for admission. 

Case LXXXL— Was bom in Spitalfields, 1833, of pious 
parents. Attended a day-school ; became di^onest th]x>ugh 
evil companions. lived a life of crime six years ; assumed 
ft feignea name ; was imprisoned once. Applied for admia- 
sion into the Dormitory, being weary of his degraded life. 

Case LXXXII. — ^Was bom in London, 1835, ci pious 
parents. Attended a day and Sunday-school. Attributes 
tds ruin to bad company; assumed several false names. 
During six years of dishonesty he was imprisoned ten 
times, committed twice ; was excited to desire xeformation 
through weariness of his vicious life. 

Case LXXXTIL— Was bom in Marylebone, 1836, not of 
pious parents. Attended a Sunday-school ; was led astray 
by bad company. Lived a life of crime three years ; was 
twice imprisoned, and once committed. Was recommended 
to this Institution by the Chaplain of the prison in whidi 
he was last confined. 

Case LXXXXV.—Was bom in the parish of St. Luke, 
1840. Does not think his parents were pious. Attended a 
charity-school. Attributes nis evil courses to bad company. 
Lived a dishonest life two and a- half years ; assumed » 
false name ; was imprisoned seven times, committed twice. 
Was recomm^ided to the Dormitory by the Chaplain of 
Westminster BrideweE 

Case LXXXV.— Was bom in Holywell Street, Strand, 
in the year 1836, of ungodly parents. Attended a private 
43chool in Castle Street, Leicester Square. The cause of his 
going astray was love of money. Was dishonest four 
months; imprisoned once, committed once. He keenly 
felt his degraded position, and applied for admission into 
this Institution. 

Case LKXXVI— Was bom atMa]vate,1833. Hadapioius 
mother. Attended a National School Was led astray by 
evil companicms. lived a life of crime nine years ; assumed 
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a fictitious name ; was six times imprisoned ; and once 
committed. Was induced to desire reform, and to apply 
for admission into this Institution by a City Missionary at 
Islington. 

Case LXXXVIL— Was bom at Chipping Norton, 1833, 
of pious parents. Never went to school. Attributes his 
ruin to visiting the theatre. Was dishonest two years ; 
imprisoned, and committed. Became tired of his degraded 
life, and apphed to this Institution. 

Case LXXXVIIL— Was bom in Marylebone, 1836. His 
parents were drunkards. Never attended any school At- 
tributes his going astray to visiting play-houses and bad 
companions. Used several false names. Lived a dishonest 
hfe five years ; was four times imprisoned, once committed. 
Was recommended to the Dormitory by the Chaplain of 
the Westminster Bridewell. 

Case LXXXDL — ^Bora in the suburbs of London, in 
1835. His mother, he writes, is " a very pious, Gk)d-fearing 
woman, and always endeavoured to bnng up her children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." His father 
was a mariner. Was sent first to a private school, and then 
to a school on the British system. He remained under 
tuition until 12 years of age. A brother, some five years 
older than himself, was a confirmed thief; and in the hear- 
ing of the lad before us, recounted to his companions his 
exploits in plunder, and his hair-breadth escapes from the 
police. These tales excited the imagination of the younger 
I>rother ; and being led to think that the Hfe of a tnief was 
not so bad as some people imagined, he determined to de- 
vote himself to that course. He opened his mind to his 
elder brother, and received the greatest encouragement. 
Refusing several opportunities of learning an honest liveli- 
hood, he at length, with two of his brothers, went upon the 
streets as a professed thief. Several times in custx>dy, he 
managed to clear himself of the charges preferred against 
■him ; and eventually the three brothers went upon the 
coimtry roads as footpads and highwaymen. At length the 
three were taken for a highway robbery ; the eldest sen- 
tenced to fifteen years' transportation, the second to ten, 
and the youngest, the case now before us, was dischar^d, 
on account of the evidence of his implication in the cnme 
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liot being clear against bim. He returned to a life of plun- 
der in the streets of London ; was again taken, committed, 
and sentenced to six months' imprisonment. Being advised 
by the Chaplain of the prison to apply for admission to the 
Dormitory, he followed this advice, and was received. He 
writes a very good hand, and spells correctly. 

Case XC. — Bom in 1824. Father, a master in the 
merchant service, and much away from home ; mother, 
a most kind and careful parent. Attended both day and 
Sabbath-schools until 12 years of age, when he came to 
London, and was sent to a first-rate school by a relative. 
Went to sea at 14 years of age, and remained in the mer- 
chant service six years. A relative in London ofiering him 
a post of trust in his own commercial establishment, the 
young man before us left the sea, and became a managing 
and confidential clerk. The death of his mother deprived 
him of a strong and happy influence, by which hitherto he 
had been kept from much evil. And having no pure social 
resource in the evenings, he took to dancing, and spent his 
leisure time in the saloons, baU-rooms, and casinos of Lon- 
don. Gambling, betting on horses, and other vices, involved 
expenses ; to meet wmch he was tempted to embezzle his 
employer's money. His situation was lost ; he had no cha- 
racter with which to obtain another, and he gave himself 
up, first to dog-stealing, and then to house-breaking and to 
coining. Lnprisonment several times interrupted this 
course of crime. All applications to his relative for forgive- 
ness were useless ; and hearing of the London Colonial Train- 
ing Institution and Ragged Dormitory, he applied for ad- 
mission. He writes me : " I shall never forget what my 
feelings were when I saw painted on the window-shutters, 
*16 to 20 ;' even that door was closed against me. I was 
advised to say that my age was 20. I could not do it ; my 
conscience would not allow me to tell such a direct lie. I 
made several ,call^,before I saw Mr. Nash. He asked me for 
a true account of my life, age, &c., which I gave him ; and 
at last he said he would give me a trial. This was like 
a reprieve to a condemned man. I felt that I was saved. 
The fourteen days' probation I thought nothing of, and 
would gladly have gone through double that to get in. 
From that day I made the Dormitory my home, and a good 
home it has been to me. I have spent some of the nap- 

£ 
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piest days of my life here. Most heartily do I thank Qod 
tiiat He directed my footsteps to this house. Directly I 
put my foot inside the probation-room, I felt that I had 
made the first step toward regaining my former position in 
society, which by God's help I trust to do." Writes and 
spells admirably. 

With this we must close our statement of Cases, 
leaving them to speak for themselves. The Summary 
which follows will assist the reader's reflections, and 
will exhibit the following truths : — 

1. That mere secular education does not prevent 
crime. 73 out of 90 have been educated in the ordinary 
branches of literary instruction. As reasonably may we 
expect to make good musicians by training the eye, and 
good painters by training the ear, and good carpenters 
by teaching foot-racing, as to look for right morals and 
religion from teaching to read, and to write, and to cast 
accounts. 

2. That an apology for vice is not always to be found 
in the circumstances of the transgressor. 26 out of 90 
have been blest with godly parents, and only 20 ascribe 
their downfall to the bad treatment and conduct of 
relatives and of employers, and to destitution. The 
source of the evil is within the youths. 

8. That as a tempting power, low theatres and con- 
cert-rooms are second only to bad company. If, during 
Lent and always, the Lord Chamberlain can control 
the performances at theatres, is it beyond the province 
of our rulers to put down those full and cursed foun- 
tains of iniquity to which we here point? We clear 
the streets of dogs in the dog-days, are there no means 
of guarding our youth from men mad with lust and 
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crime, and watching with fiendish glee to ensnare the 
unsuspecting ? 

4. Fimishment does not reform and restore. It will 
be seen by the foregoing Cases, that in no instance has 
prison discipline been the regenerating influence. In 
several instances, the advice of the prison Chaplain and 
prison Schoolmaster has been most salutary ; but these 
ministrations are to be distinguished tom punishment. 

5. The disposition to vice and crime developes itself 
early. 60 of the cases are under 20 years of age. 

With these suggestive remarks, we leave the Sum* 
mary to speak its own strong language. 

SUMMARY. 

Out of 90 Cases, taken casually for the purpose of ana- 
lysis and classification, there are — 

Bom in London 68 

„ the Coimties 25 

„ Ireland 5 

„ Wales 1 

„ Channel Islands 1 

Of godly parents 25 

Roman Catholic parents 4 

Orphans 14 

Attended school in youth 73 

Received no education 7 

Led astray through bad company 36 

„ „ theatres and concert-rooms 31 
„ „ neglect and harshness of 

relatives 7 

„ ,, ill-treatment of masters ... 3 

„ „ destitution 10 

„ „ love of money 1 

,, „ drunkenness 1 
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Used false names 37 

Under 20 years of age 60 

„ 30 „ 21 

Over 30 „ 3 

Imprisoned from 1 to 6 times 64 

n „ 6 to 10 „ 15 

„ „ 10 to 20 „ 9 

„ „ 24 times 1 

Committed from 1 to 6 times 64 

» „ 6to7 „ 2 

Transported 2 

lived a dishonest life 1 to 6 years 44 

6 to 10 „ 28^ 

10 to 20 „ 7 
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CHAPTER III. 

DISCIPLINE AND PROVISIONS. 

" Mercy does velle bonum miseris. It is for those that are 

miserable. 
Grace does velle bonum liberh It acts freely.** 

The inhabitants of Chancery Lane were one morning, 
in the summer of 1848, surprised and interested by see- 
ing a number of lads sitting on the steps of a house, 
and most intently watching a dwelling opposite. They 
were clad in long pinafores or frocks, were without 
shoes, stockings, or caps, and being between 14 and 
18 years of age, and the marks of cryne not as 
yet erased from their countenances, they presented a 
strange and a suspicious aspect. These lads were in 
search of their benefactor, Mr. Nash. It was at the 
time when he provided a sleeping apartment for the 
boys, and had them with him during the day in the 
Pye Street School. So anxious were they to be with 
him, and to have as much of his presence and influence 
as possible, that they started from their lodging early in 
the morning, that, meeting him as he came out of his 
house, they might walk with him to the school. He did 
not live in Chancery Lane, but in one of the branch 
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Streets. The lads, however, thought the house they 
were gazing at was his dwelling, and, passing through 
the lane on his way to the school, Mr. Nash found them 
in this singular position. 

This simple incident will illustrate the discipline of 
the Institution. It is not penal or official, hut, in the 
fullest and highest meaning of the term, patriarchal. 
The lads who went to meet Mr. Nash would not have 
shown such feeling towards an officer of justice, or 
towards a mere hireling employed by the government, 
or by any benevolent institution ; and the reason of their 
going forth to meet their teacher was that their hearts 
trusted him, and loved him as a friend. 

The recipients of the bounty of this Institution are 
voluntary applicants for admission. They are frequently 
recommended to apply by the chaplains of prisons, but 
in these cases there is no influence employed but 
that which is strictly moral — the desire to reform 
being, in fact, the basis of procedure on the part of the 
Institution. 

Upon admission the applicant undergoes a probation 
of fourteen days, during which time he is kept as far 
as possible alone, and is allowed for his sustenance but 
1 lb. of bread per day. If the probationer pass through 
this time of trial with satisfaction to the Governor, he 
is allowed at the expiration of the fortnight to join the 
other inmates. 

The rules and regulations framed by the Governor 
for the conduct of the inmates when the Institution was 
first established are as follow :— 

1. Every applicant must undergo a strict examina- 
tion as to his past life, and if found to be a suitable 
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candidate, he wH be admitted into the receiving-room 
on probation for a fortnight. During that time he will 
receive secular and religious instruction, but will not 
be allowed to mix with the inmates ; and his sincerity 
will be tested by his being required to live upon, during 
the period of his probation, a pound of bread a day. 
Having submitted to that ordeal, he will be fully ad- 
mitted to the benefit of the Institution. It is, there- 
fore, useless for any to apply but those who are truly 
tired of the miserable life they are leading, and are also 
willing to work, and make themselves generally useful. 

^, All the inmates are expected to co-operate with 
the Governor in endeavouring to detect impostors ; they 
are required to do this both for their own benefit and 
that of the Institution. 

3. The inmates are not allowed to associate or form 
acquaintance with loose characters, either in the neigh- 
bourhood or out of it ; nor to correspond, by letter or 
otherwise, with any person without first having the sanc- 
tion of the Governor; nor to receive letters without his 
knowledge, and all the letters received or sent out must 
be inspected by him. Should money be given to the 
inmates, it will be deposited in the hands of the Go- 
vernor, who will see that no improper use is made of 
it. Clothing sent to the Institution will be disposed of 
to the inmates at his discretion. 

4. The time and place of out-door exercise will be 
appointed by the Governor ; and on no account will the 
inmates be allowed to visit friends or relations during 
the time of out-door exercise. This privilege must be 
granted at the special request of the friend or relative, 
and that not oftener than once a-month, except in cases 
of emergency. Should any inmate be found in any low 
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neighbourhood or lodging-house, he will expose himself 
to undergo another probation, and to begin his time 
again, or be dismissed the Institution. 

5. Quarrelling, fighting, swearing, drinking, smoking, 
chewing tobacco, calling each other nick-names, or 
using any slang terms, are strictly prohibited ; and on 
all occasions the inmates are to speak softly, to be obe- 
dient and respectful to the Governor, to the assistant, and 
to the masters of the industrial classes. They are also to 
be kind and obliging to each other, and to endeavour 
by God's grace to cultivate a quiet and meek disposi- 
tion, so that by example they may assist each other in 
the virork of reformation. 

6. The observance of the Sabbath to be strictly en* 
forced. All the inmates must attend public worship at 
least twice during the day. 

7. During the time of singing, reading the Scrip* 
tures, and prayer at the Institution, both in the morn- 
ing and evening, and on all other occasions, the strictest 
solemnity is to be observed. 

8. The inmates are required to be particularly clean 
and neat in their persons, and to bathe at least once 
every week. 

9. Clothing is only lent to the inmates while they 
remain in the Institution. Should they therefore ab- 
scond with any portion of it, they will render themselves 
liable to be given over to the hands of justice. 

10. There is a place for everything, and everything 
must be kept in its proper place. Should any property 
belonging to the Institution be wilfully wasted or de- 
stroyed, a portion of the daily allowance of food vnll be 
stopped, equal to the value of the property so wasted 
or destroyed. 
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11. Sbould any of the inmates wish to leave the 
Institution, they are at perfect liberty to do so by ex- 
pressing their wish to the Governor. 

12. The time of remaining in the Institution shall 
not exceed twelve months. A journal is kept for the 
purpose of registering the conduct of each inmate. 
Those who strictly conform to the above rules, and 
give evidence of real reformation, will be granted a free 
passage to the colonies, or be placed in some situation 
at home in which they may obtain an honest livelihood. 

Food is supplied to the inmates according to the 
following Diet Table : — 
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TIME TABLE. 



AU the Inmates to rise at 6 o^dock. 



6tm8 

StiUipastd 

i past 8 till 9 

9 till 10 

10 till i past 10 ... 
\ past 10 till i to 1 

1 o*clock 

2tmito5 

6 o'clock , 

6 tins 

8tiU9 

8tiU9 

9 till 10 

10 o'clock 



Cleansing Dormitories, Stairs, 

Yard, and Work-shopk 
Singing, Reading the Soriptares, 

and Prayer. 
Breakfast. 
Out-door Exercise. 
Exercise in the Yard. 
Industrial Training, Shoemaking 

Printing, Carpentering, an< 

Tailoring. 
Dinner. 

Industrial Training, do. do. 
Tea. 
Secular Instruction, Beading, 

Writing, Arithmetic, &o. 
Instruction in Singing, Tuesday 

and Friday. 
Lectures on Scientific Subjects, 

Thursday. 
Singing Beading the Scriptures, 

and Prayer. 
Bed. 



On Monday Evening, at 8 o'clock, a Social Meeting for 
Prayer by those who are seriously disposed. 

On Wednesday afternoon, from 2 till 4, Instructions 
on Gospel History. 



Singing, Beading the Scriptures, and Prayer, from 8 
till 9. Breakfast at 9. Sunday-school at the Institution 
at i past 9. At \ past 10 all the Inmates to attend 
Public Worship. Dinner at 1. Sunday-school from \ past 
2 till i past 4. Tea at 6. Public Worship at 6. From 9 
till 10, an Examination on what they have heard in the 
Sermons of the day ; after which Prayer closes the ser- 
vice, and all retire to rest. 

On the first Sunday in the month, a special Prayer 
Meeting on behalf of those who have emigrated. 
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By the foregoing documents, it will be seen that 
the Institution provides a home for its inmates, with 
food, clothing, lodging, and every requisite, and that it 
secures industrial and religious training, with instru(5- 
tion in the common branches of education. There is a 
printing-press on the premises, which, the lads work 
under the instruction of a competent master-printer, 
who is an employe of the Institution. Tailoring and 
shoemaking are also taught by competent persons, 
who receive a pecuniary remuneration. It has so hap- 
pened, that from the commencement of the Institution 
there have been among the inmates young men who have 
understood carpentry, so that this branch of industrial 
training is cfirried on without the aid of a salaried 
teacher. If any of the inmates possess knowledge of 
other branches of industry, they are allowed to pursue 
them, subject of course to the control of the Go- 
vernor, and the generd discipline of the Institution. 
By this arrangement brushes have been produced, and 
bead-work. 

The domestic arrangements superintended by the 
Governor, and aided by an assistant, are carried out by 
the inmates themselves, who make their beds, clean the 
rooms, cook their food, wash their clothes, and do all 
the work required for the establishment. The secular 
and religious education of the establishment is carried 
on by the Governor, and by voluntary teachers, on the 
Sabbath, and on the evenings of week-days. All in the 
establishment attend public worship on the Sabbath; 
and religious exercises, general and special, are con- 
ducted for their spiritual edification during the week. 

The restraints and punishments of the Institution 
will be best represented by the following extracts from 
the Governor's Journal : — 
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April leth, 1849. —Admitted J. B., aged 19. He had 
been a thief eleven years ; thirty-two times in prison for 
petty thefts ; never had any honest employment ; could 
read and write a little, having learnt in prison ; had been 
in the habit of sleeping \mder the Adelphi dark arches, in 
empty carts, straw-yards, &c. Clothing when admitted — 
long brown coat, a pair of old trowsers, no shoes, stockings, 
nor shirt. To all appearance his hair had not been combed 
for some months, and his body was covered with vermin. 

April 26th. — J. B., while on probation using foul and 
abusive language. Turned out of the Institution. 

J/oy 7th. — J. B. again apphed for admission ; sorry for 
his past conduct, and wishing to go through another pro- 
bation ; gave him another trial. 

May 2lst. — J. B. completed his second probation, but 
not so satisfactorily as comd be wished. Another fortnight 
on low diet. 

Jmie 4tth. — J. B. admitted on full diet. 

June 20th. — J, B. one day on bread and water for mis- 
conduct. 

Jidy \Oth. — J. B., for repeated misconduct, had his 
choice, either to live on one pound of bread per day for a 
week, or be dismissed from the Institution. Preferred the 
former. 

Oct. \^th. — J. B., for forming acquaintance with loose 
characters in the neighbourhood, was threatened to be dis- 
missed the Institution. He begged hard to be forgiven, 
offering to undergo any pimishment that I might think fit. 
He was deprived of his exercise for a fortnight, and Uved 
on bread and water during that time. 

Oct. 2Sth. — J. B. acknowledged that his name was not 
J. B., but J. C. T., and said he had a father and mother 
living at No. — , Street. 

Oct. 2Qth. — Visited J. C. T.'s parents, and found them 
worthless persons. 

Dec. \Oth. — J. C. T.'s conduct greatly improved ; very 
industrious, and particularly clean and careful of his 
clothing. 

1850, Jan. 9th. — J. C. T. very industrious, and conduct 
very satisfactory. 

Jan. 29th. — J. C. T. making great progress in shoe- 
making. 

March 28th. — Emigrated to the United States. 
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There are few cases requiring the discipline here 
shown. But this is mentioned to exhibit the means by 
which the rules of the Institution are enforced, and 
reformatory objects urged forward. If one sentence 
may describe the discipline and provision of the esta- 
blishment, it is the words of the Apostle Paul — " Over- 
come evil with good. " 
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CHAPTER IV. 

RESULTS ALREADT REALISED. 

** How would you be 
If He, which is the top of judgment, should 
But judge you as you are ? O think on that, 
And mercy then wiU breathe within your lips 
like man new made." ' 

It is the practice of some Christian congregations to hold 
a public religious service on the New Year's Eve. On 
the eve of 1849 Mr. Nash took the lads then in his 
charge to a service of the kind just mentioned in West- 
minster Chapel. The effect of that service on these lads 
was to move them to resolve to lead, during the new year, 
a new life. And as a means of obtaining help froni God, 
and of encouraging each other, one of them proposed 
that they should hold weekly a meeting among them- 
selves for prayer. Such a service was held by them on 
their return from Westminster Chapel to their lodging, 
in the early morning of the 1st of January, 1849. Mr. 
Nash had the inexpressible joy of hearing those who a 
few months before were thieves and beggars, and from 
whose lips little beside swearing, filthy talking, and 
blasphemy had proceeded, now in their own imaffected 
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and broken language confess their past misconduct, en- 
treat forgiveness from God, invoke the Divine blessing 
on themselves and on their benefactors, and present 
hearty thanksgiving for their present and prospective 
deliverance from the degraded state into which they 
had fallen. It is interesting to know that the young man 
who proposed this meeting is now labouring as a mis- 
sionary in Australia, and that the service thus commenced 
is sustained among the inmates to the present day. This 
fact will indicate some of the happy effects that have 
already followed the efforts of the Institution. 

The table below exhibits, so far as statistics go, 
present results. 

Since the establishment of the Institution there 
have been — 

Sent out as emigrants 47 

Sent to situations 29 

Restored to their friends 17 

Enlisted for soldiers 8 

Gone to sea 2 

Deceased 1 

Sent to the Philanthropic 1 

Sent to the Juvenile Refuge 4 

Total 119 

So that, according to these statistics, 62 have been pro- 
vided for at home, 57 have emigrated, and 119 have 
been redeemed by the labours of the Institution. 

The benefits to the young men are often expressed 
in their own words, and the following extracts from the 
letters (chiefly of the emigrants) will help to show how 
far the Institution has fulfilled its mission : — 
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The following is a copy of a letter written by the 
first inmate of the Dormitory to his sister, on the occa- 
sion referred to, page 20 : — 

Case I. — "My dear Sister, I hope you are auite welL I 
am exceedingly sorry to hear by Mr. Nash tnat mv poor 
dear mother is dead, and I can never forgive myself for not 
writing to her. I fear my conduct was the cause of her 
death. We shall never see her again on earth, but I hope 
we shall meet her in heaven. I hope you are a good girl to 
my grandfather and grandmother. Ask them if they will 
forgive me, as I have left off all my bad habits, and will be 
a good boy for the future. I hope you are getting on with 
your learning, as I have lost nearly the whole of mine since 
I have been away ; but I am making up for it now. Mr. 
N. is very kind to me, and says I shdl never want a friend 
while he lives if I am a good boy, and he is in hopes of 
getting me a place. I do nope my grandfather and grand- 
mother will forgive me, for I do readly intend to lead a dif- 
ferent hfe for the future. I hope you have learnt to write. 
If you can, do write a few Unes to me ; and if you cannot, 
do beg of my grandfather to do it, and forgive me. I am, 
my dear sister, your affectionate brother, " 

The promises made in this letter were most faithfully 
kept during the whole period that he was an inmate. 
He devoted himself to the improvement of his mind 
with untiring perseverance, which was repaid by a rapid 
progress rarely to be met with among boys of his class. 
On being accepted as an emigrant his gratitude and joy 
were unbounded, and a short time before he embarked 
he said, " Now, if ever I should be possessed of a farm 
it shall be called * Lord Ashley's Farm ; ' and if I should 
be a shepherd, the best sheep in the flock I shall call 
* Lord Ashley,' and the next * Counsellor Payne,' * Mr. 
Nash,' and all who have assisted to support me." For 
this purpose he took with him a list of the names of the 
friends of the ragged and depraved; for, said he, " If it 

F 
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bad not been for tbis scbool, instead of going to Australia 
ydtb a good character, I sbould bave been sent to some 
other colony loaded with chains." He left England for 

on the 7th of July, 1848, and on the 16tb of 

August, 1849, he wrote a letter, from which the following 
passages are extracted : — 

" To Mr. Nash, — ^My dear Father, I received your kind 
letters, and was very much pleased in finding that the other 
boys were coming out. When I received your letters I was 
in the same place as I am now, but not knowing where the 
other boys were I have not been able to send them their 
letters. I am in very good health, and in a fair way to do 
well. I have plenty of good food to eat and clothing to 
wear ; but the clothing is very dear in this part of Aus- 
tralia." [Then comes a list of the prices of different articles.] 
"I hold the situation of cook to a gentleman, the super- 
intendent of this station, Messrs. being the owners of 

it. The wages I am getting are 10?. per annum, with 
rations, &c., which sum is the lowest wages given in the 
bush ; but not knowing much about the country, and the 
agent knowing I was a new hand, I was taken in for once : 
but I shall know better the next time. When I hire again 

it shall not be for lOl. W. was hired in for Ql. per 

year, his clothes, board, and lodging, at a surgeon's. I am 
sorry to say I lost the book which you kindly gave me for 
the purpose of keeping an account of the voyage. On 
account of my being constantly at school I do not recollect 
much about it." 

After enumerating several persons to whom he wished 
to be remembered, he says, — 

" Hease give mv best respects to all the boys, and tell 
them I hope I shall see them here. Give my respects to 
G. H., and I hope he is altered since I last saw nim. I 
should like to see him in this country. I think he would 
do well, as shoemakers are very scarce. Give my best 
respects to the gentlemen of the Bagged Schools, and to 
Lord Ashlev, and thank him for his Benevolent and cha- 
ritable kindness in sending us scholars out to this country. 
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Not one, but the whole of us, if we conduct ourselves 
honestly, and be obedient to our masters, may be in a con- 
dition to become members of Ragged School Committees 
in New South Wales. Please to give my love to grandfather 
and grandmother, not forgetting my sister Anne. Please 
try to send her out soon if you can, and if with the consent 
of her grandfather. I hereby conclude, by announcing myself 
as your humble and grateful son, W. E. S." 

^^ Dec, \%th, 1850. My dear Father, — I received your 
two letters last week, and made all possible haste to answer 
them. I would have written to you oftener, and would 
gladly promise to make that bargain with you, but I can- 
not do it at present the way that I am situated. I am 120 

miles from , and a letter may remain here a month 

before it can be forwarded down ; but you may expect one 
every four months. * * * * I was very sorry to hear 
of the death o^ my grandfather. I now think my sister is 
too young to come out, and if she did, I think she would 
not get a situation, as there are so many emigrants coming 
out. The only employment for young men is sheep-herding 
or hut-keeping, as the principal part of the colony is stocked 
with sheep : the wages for shepherds being from \5l. to 20^. 
per annum. The sheep-owners hire them from the ship to 
go into the bush, where three are generally put in a hut 
together. These stations are very far apart. It is at one 
of these I am stopping, shepherding a flock of 1500 sheep. 
I see no one but my two hut-mates from one week's end to 
another, except when the ration is brought out. I would 
have wrote before, but I had no paper, and I had to wait 
till my master got some from Sjroney. I cannot attend a 

place of worship, the nighest bemg at ; hut I take my 

Bible with me in the bitsh, and read it all day while my 
sheep are feeding. I think it will be a long time before I 
procure a farm, my ws^es bein^ 18^. per annum. The 
clothes are such an enormous price here I am not able to 
save much. I had a misfortune of losing some sheep, 
which I had to pay for, but I am very well contented. I 
can see no other employment for me to get, and my master 
is very well pleased with me ; so I think myself very well 
off. Dear father, I do not forget you in my prayers. Give 
my respects to all the members of the Institution, and tell 
them to learn their trades perfectly well, as it will be useful 
to than." 
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After remembrances to several others persons, he 



" I am not able to procure my likeness as yet, but I 
will try to do it. I must confess I am a little altered since 
I left England. I am very much tanned with the sun. I 
have enclosed a letter to Lord Ashley, which I wish you to 
direct. May the Lord bless and prosper you in this world, 
and at last may we meet in heaven, is the sincere prayer 
of your ever aflfectionate foster-son, W. E. S." 

The letter to Lord Ashley, to which allusion is made 
in this letter, is as follows • — 

''Dec, \m, 1850. Kind Lord * * ♦ ♦,— 1 sincerely 
thank you for your kindness in procuring me a passage 
to Australia. I wish your lordship would Sfend out more 
boys, and use your influence in Parliament to convert all 
the prisons into Ragged Schools. If it had not been for 
your kindness and Mr. Nash, I would no doubt have been 
transported. Now, by the help of Gk)d, I am in a fair way of 
getting an honest liveUhood. I am very glad to hear Mr. 
Nash has established a Dormitorv. I read the Bible and 
Pilgrim's Progress you presented to me every day. As 
soon as I procure a farm I will call it after your name. I 
am shepherding a flock of sheep at present, but my master 
has promised me a higher situation. I am very comfortable 
and happy, although in a very lonely part of the country. 
I am sorry to infonn you that I am not able to attend a 

place of worship, the nearest being at , 120 miles from 

where I am ; but as I am shepherding I have much time 
to read the Bible, from which I find great pleasure and 
consolation. There are two young men, one shepherding, 
the other watchman, both very rehgious men, which is a 
very rare thing to find in the bush of Australia. I have 
not seen any of the lads lately that came with me from Mr. 
Aitcheson's school, so I cannot let you know how they are 
getting on. I wish your lordship would thauik those gentle- 
men that were instrumental in sending me to Australia, 
and likewise give my kind respects to Counsellor Payne. I 
send mv kind respects to all the Ragged School bovs, in- 
viting them to partake of the land that flows with milk and 
honey : likewise tell them from me to reform their wicked 
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habits, and to embrace the opportunity of becoming honest 
and useful members of society. 

" I will now conclude, by sending my kind regards to 
your lordship, hoping you will endeavour to reform aU the 
thieves and beggars of London into honest and religious 
young men. May the Lord bless and protect you in this 
world, and at last may we meet in heaven, is the sincere 
prayer of your ever humble and obedient servant, . 

" To the Right Hon. Lord Aahtey, MJPr 

There is another letter from this emigrant, dated 
May lOth, 1851, from which the following extracts have 
been made : — 

" Dear Father, — I take this opportunity of writing to 
you, informing you that I am enjoymg good health, wishing 
you the same. I have received no letters since I wrote to 
you last. 1 am still in the same employment, and doing 

very well. I have just returned from , where I have 

taken a flock of sheep to be boiled down for their tallow. 
I am now hut-keeping for two shepherds ; one of them is a 
shipmate of mine ft-om Ei^land. 1 have heard lately that 

S. IS living within forty miles of me, at station. 

The blacks are not so bad since the black police have been 
stationed in this district. If the blacks commit any out- 
rages, these pohce, who are natives themselves, each beine 
mounted and armed with a carbine, a brace of pistols, and 
a cutlass, are sent in pursuit of them, and then kill the first 
they meet. I will send a newspaper with this letter. I 
would have sent you one before, but they are too scarce. 
I think of removing from this part of the country to some 
town. I am getting sick of the bush. The things are too 
dear for me to save much money, besides running the risk 
of losing my sheep — then it would take nearly all my wages 
to pay for them. The climate here is also too hot and Sxj 
to grow any vegetables. Melons and pmnpkins are all that 
pan be grown in this part ; but the worst thing is, that 
there is no place of worship where I can attend : but I 
have my Bible and Prayer-book that Lord Ashley gave me, 
and I preach to myself. I shall scarcely know how to walk 
in a town when I get there, it is so long since I have seen 

one, since I left London. M might be compared with 

some of the smaller villages of England ; it is no size. 
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Please to give my best respects to Lord Ashley, Counsellor 
Payne, Mr. Scarr, and all the members of the Committee ; 
and give my kind love and best respects to Mrs. Nash 
and Albert, and to Hugh Cain, and all my schoolfellows. 
# # * # Your affectionate foster-son, ." 

From another emigrant to Australia, Case IV., the 
following letter has been received : — 

« P A , Jwne 27th, 1850. To Mr. Nash.—Dear 

Father, * * * *, You must excuse me, for I do not know 
how to begin my letter ; however, I have reason to begin it 
by giving Gk>d thanks for his past mercies to me in bring- 
ing me to your school, and also during my troublesome 
vo3rage to this place. I rejoice to say that He has pre- 
served me from the snares of sin and the temptations of 
the deviL How many troubles and dangers beset me on 
my voyage ! I was sick, and He comforted me ; and when 
I and my shipmates used to sing praises and give thanks 
to our heavenly Father, those who were the servants of 
^tan cast their sneers at us for so doing, and ofttimes 
the second mate would come down between decks, and 
curse and swear at us : yet we had strength from above, 
so that we could sing and praise God even better for it. 
We enlisted the cook and some of the single men to join 
us in our prayer-meeting between decks. I thought of 
you every day, and took your advice to read a portion of 
the Bible daily, and offer up prayer to Almighty God. I 
render Him a thousand thanks for his mercies to me, and 
also to you for your kindness. I know you will rejoice 
when I tell you that I have joined the Christian Church in 
this place, and I am happy to say I have become a mis- 
sionary since I wrote to you on the 24th of last May. 

D is in work, but his conduct is very unsatisfactory ; he 

swears and drinks very much, but I trust the Lord will 
change his heart. C is in a very good place, and con- 
ducting himself welL As we sailed up the port the people 
waved their hands and handkerchiefs to welcome us. Vv e 
lay in the stream one night. When landing in the morn- 
ing I slipt into the slime up to my middle. After cleansing 
myself, the first thing that attracted my attention was the 
House of Qod, a Httle Baptist Chapel erected on a hill. I 
was very soon engaged as a bullock-driver, and remidoed 
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with the same employer eight months, and then went to 
work at a tailor's shop, where I am very happy. I must 
conclude, begging you to remember me kindly to the Right 
Hon. Lord Ashley, M.P., and thank him for me ; also re- 
member me to the following persons : — Counsellor Payne 
(and tell him I have not spent the new half-crown yet), 
Mr. Scarr, &c. &c., and my stepmother and sister. Give 
my respects to aU the lads, and tell them that * Honesty is 
the best policy.' May the Lord bless and preserve you. 
Hoping that we shall meet in heaven, I remain your affec- 
tionate and grateful son, ^." 

The following is a copy of a letter which Mr. Nash 
found in his desk on his return to the Institution, 
after taking leave of Case V. and his companions (see 
page 11):— 

" To me more than Father. Respected Sir, — Kindly 
allow me to return my sincere thanks for your kindness 
to me since I have been an inmate of your Institution. 
It is out of my power to return you anything but my 
sincere thanks, but I hope at some future day to be able 
to make some return for your kindness in some other way. 
Should misfortune ever overtake you, I sincerely hope you 
will give America the honour of your presence. I have no 
hesitation in saying how happy I shall feel to welcome you 
there. Wishing you many, many happy years of health 
and joy, I beg to remain yours ever truly, ." 

After his arrival in America he writes thus to Mr. 
Nash: — 

" , June lethf 1850. Dear Father,— -I write to in- 
form you that I am about leaving this place on account of 
my master having no work for me to do. I think I shaU 
steer my course towards Boston, and try my fortune there. 
I have no wish to return to England again, as any country 
where I can get employment is equally good to me. I will 
never disgrace the confidence you were pleased to place in 
me. Dear Sir, be assured that in whatever station of hfe 
it may please Gk>d to place me, I shall ever think of you 
with gratitude for all your kindness to me while under 
your oara" 
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He sends remembrances to several individuals, and 
concludes thus : — 

** May God bless your efforts and yourself. I beg to 
remain your grateful son, S. W.— P.S. Please to accept the 
following lines from myself to you." 

As these lines are interesting rather on account of 
the grateful affection which they express than on ac- 
count of their poetic sentiment, and as the gratitude of 
the young man is expressed in his letters, his rhyme 
has not been inserted here. 

J. C. T., the lad referred to page 61, thus writes 
from America : — 

''August 24th, 1850.— I heard of S. W. on the 23d July ; 
he was then out of work, but is now employed. J. B. 

is in P . F. H. is in a very good place at B , and 

I am myself in a very good situation at C , getting 3^. 

per week. I hope our noble friend Lord Ashley is quite 
well, and Miss Portal, &c. &c., and don't forget to tell them 
how I am getting on, and thank them for me * * * ." 

" S S , February &h, 1851. Dear Mr. Nash,— I 

take this favourable opportunity of writing to tell you that 
I have not received answers to my letters I sent you, from 
which I thought you were ill or something. I am doing 
well since I came to America. I am earning from lOs. 
to 12«. a day. I have not heard from any of my fellow- 
brothers that came with me * * * ♦. I have been 
very saving, and have saved about 160 dollars in the course 
of a few months. I hope I shall have my name in the 
money-book. I hope you will excuse my bad writing and 
spelling. I remain your obedient servant, ." 

The following letters are from another emigrant to 
America, Case VII. : — 

" S S , March llth, 1851. Dear Father,— We have 

reached our desired haven at last, after a long, boisterous 
passage of ten weeks and two days. We lost all our sails 
and part of our bulwarks. The crew were all sick, and we 
were compelled to pimip in the freezing cold, without 
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shoes or stockings on ; for if we put them on our boots 
were covered with tar from the hold, which came out of 
the pumps. Sometimes we were called out of our beds to 
the pumps for an hour in the cold, with nothing to eat but 
a maggoty biscuit. But this is not all ; our provisions 
went out, and the ship's provisions and water were almost 
gone. We had a biscuit only some days, so we parted 
with some of our clothes for flour, rice, &c. &c. This we 
got from two passengers who had got a good supply with 
them. The ship was so very wet that the cabin passengers 
were glad to come into the steerage, for ours was the 
driest part of the ship, and that was sometimes several 
inches in water. The sea would cover over her decks, that 
if you were cooking in the galley it would extinguish the 
fire, and wash you and the pot on the deck ; so soaking 
wet and hungry you must go to bed. It was a dainty for 
us to get a little oatmeal and water mixed together, and 
then have the luck to get it baked. I must not forget to 
express my approbation of my companions, who, if they 
got half a biscuit from some mend (for such he must be 
in such circumstances), they would be Yorkshire— share 

and share alike. Poor littie W has had three fits from 

weakness. The others are all welL I have got sea-boils 
under my arm-pits, which I shall soon get rid of. But 
farewell to the tub, for it is a hbel to call it a ship." 

After describing their accommodation at a boarding- 
house in N , he says: — 

" Dear Father, — ^Perhaps you may think we were waste- 
ful on our part, but to be thought respectable you must 
not go lower ; for an eating-house or cook-shop is thought 
as bad of as a lodging-house in London, which I know 
you detest. W. B. is with me. I receive 60 dollars 
the first year and 80 the second ; board, lodging, washing, 
mending, &c. paid for by my master : this is nothing to do 
with my 60 dollars. I live in first-rate style with a very 
religious family. I receive the same instruction as when 
under your parental care. Night and morning the family 
meets, which consists of eight sons and daughters and 
three boarders like myself. We are all English. It is not 
the custom to board and lodge with your master, but he 
puts you with a man that he thinks is a fit and. proper 
person to treat with youth. My master bears the charac- 
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ter of an honest, upright, and generous man to his lads, 
and I have found him so. I shdl be bound in a month^s 
time. When out of my time I shall be able to earn 11 or 
12 dollars per week ; there are some there earning more. 
This is the place where J. C. T. is. I guess I have seen 
him. I have not had the chance to speaS: to him. He is 
doing well, and is a very steady religious young man." 

Then follows some very useful advice to those who 
might follow him to America. And he adds, — 

" Now, if any of them are coming, let me know, and I 
will meet them after six in the evening at the Railway 
Ticket-house, S. S. * * ♦ But I am afraid I am forgetting 
myself Here I must end, for I am writing by the hght of 
the moon on a huge stone cliff, and it is getting very dull ; 
my arms are very bad, and the desk not very soft. Re- 
member me to that kind and generous lady. Miss Portal, 
whose name I shall cherish to my grave ; also to Lord 
Ashley, Ernest Bunsen, Esq." 

Then follows a long list of gentlemen and ladies who 
had taken an interest in the Institution. 

" Dear Father, you are in my thoughts both night and 
morning, and I hope I am in yours. You I can never 
forget : you I can never repay, only by my conduct. I 
remain yours truly, ." 

" , April 16, 1851. Dear Father, — I received your 

kind letter a few days since, and am rejoiced to near 
the Institution is going on favourably. I am bound for two 
years, W. for two years and a half, B. for four years. J. W. 
IS going into a stall, or shop, or else into a situation as 
storekeeper on board a steamer that runs about a hundred 

miles from . He is now under the Baptist minister of 

this place, who is a kind protector to him, till he gets a 
situation. He is a strong member of that church, respected 
by all the village. ♦ ♦ ♦ * I am getting on at the trade ; 
so is W. and B. You would not know W . ; from the thin, 
meagre boy, he is now as big again, and is getting a fine 
yoimg man. You asked me about B. There is not a more 
persevering bov in the factory. He is just the same ; 
neat, clean, luid getting a strong lad. Certamly, he has a 
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bad temper ; but who has not faults ? ♦ ♦ ♦ I hope that 
young man — I mean W. B. — ^is preparing to be rich, not 
only in this worid's treasures, but in eternal ones. So, 
farewell God bless you, dear father. I remain, your 
foster-son, ." 

The lad mentioned as storekeeper in the preceding 
letter writes : — 

^ March 21, 1851. Dear Father, — I am happy to inform 
you that God has preserved me from the storms of the 
ocean, and has set my feet on dry land once more. I can- 
not help acknowledging the goodness of God to me when I 
look back on my past Ufe, and see what he has done for 
me ; how he snatched me as a brand from the eternal burn- 
ing, and made me to rejoice in a Saviour's love. As I was 

going through the streets of , who should I meet but 

S. W. It was a very happy meeting, for I was wishing to 
meet with him. He came to see me at seven o'clock in the 
evening, — him and B. He told me to remember him. 
Dear father, I am glad to inform you that God has pro- 
vided a home for us all. We are all at work at the 

Works, and all expect to get bound in a few days but 
myself. They all wish me to remember them to you, and 
to thank you for what they have received from you. The 

first day that I went to work, who should I see but , 

who was rather surprised to see me ; he is getting on 
very well. There are now six of us working at the factory, 
ana five of us board next door to each other, three in one 
house, and I and W. in the other. We have done as you 

bid us, in not staying in ^ for I could have had a place 

at the hotel where S. W. works ; but I had respect to you 
and our noble friend Lord Ashley. I hope God is blessing 

your labours. I have joined the Baptist Church in . 

I would d*^sire you to remember me to Lord Ashley and 
Miss Portal, and return my sincere thanks to them for what 
they have done for me as an inmate of your Institution." 

After sending remembrances to various individuals, 
he says : — 

'' Bemember me to all the lads, and send me word 
whether you have the sermon preached on behalf of the 
Institution. J. C, W. B., and J. W. desired to be remem^ 
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bered to you. I am happy to say, that I think there is an 
inward change going on in J. C. ; I hope God will carry it 
out to the salvation of his soul : I pray Qod to do so. 
♦ * ♦ ♦ Dear father, don't forcet to pray for me, and I 
hope the next time we meet wm be where parting is no 
more. So, good bye, and God bless you. I remain, my 
dear father, yours affectionately, J. W." 

The following is an extract of a letter from one who 
has been reclaimed and restored to his relatives : — 

" , April 6, 1851. My dear Sir, — I am happy to in- 
form you that I arrived at quite safe. I went to my 

new situation last Mondav week, and we have been very 
busy; so that I have not left off work until late, or I should 
have written to you before. I like my place very much, and 
expect to be bound for four years in a week or two. I sin- 
cerely thank you for your kindness and attention to me while 
in the Institution, and I shall ever think of you with feehngs 
of esteem and respect. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ My father desires ms 
respectful compUments to you for your kind attention to 
him when he visited the Institution. ♦ ♦ ♦ * If I come 
up to London again, I will be sure to come and see you. I 
must now conclude. Believe me ever to remain, with grati- 
tude, your humble servant, ." 

The following are extracts from letters written by 
some of the emigrants on their voyage : — 

« , AprU 11, 1849. Dear Father,—* ♦ ♦ * C. has 

been very sick and ill, — indeed, obliged to go to bed ; and 
B. has been sick ; and I have been obliged to clean their 
parts of the berth. We go to school four hours every 
day. The schoolmaster comes down at night and gives us 
a Bible lesson, and we have one ourselves, and a few more 
of the boys attend. We sing a hymn, read a portion in 
the Family Prayer-book, and then one of our friends en- 
gages in prayer, and we go to bed. ♦ * * ♦ Your affec- 
tionate sons, W. D., H. B., B. C." 

" Chavesmd, Dec. 19. 1849. Dear Father,—* * ♦ We hope 
you and Mrs. N. and Albert are in good health. May God 
prosper the heavy work you have in hand. We are lying 
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at Gravesend at present, and should like to see you before 
we go to sea. We hope the lads are getting on well. May 
God bless them all. Dear father, if you were to come 
down and see the poor convicts that are on board, it would 
make your heart ache. There are sixty on board, and the 
poor fellows are bound with heavy chains day and night. 
* * * * Kemember us kindly to Lord Ashley. We re- 
main, your obedient servants, C. H., H. R., J. M." 

" y April 15, 1850. Dear Father,— We have not set 

sail since we left you, but we expect to sail on Thursday. * * ♦ 
Mr. C. told you that we should not go aloft ; but the day 
after we went on board, the mate told us to go and reef the 
topsails. We went up, and when we came down the 
sailors told us that it would always be our job at sea ; and 
some of them that were working their passage told us that 
we should get no wages for it. We are eight in mess : the 
meat comes down, and we may eat as much as we hke. 
J. W. begs of you to send his kind love to his mother ; 
when you write, tell her where he is, and what he is doing. 
He savs that, perhaps, he shall never see her again. May 
God bless her. ♦ ♦ * ♦ Pray to God for us. We remain 
yours for ever, J. W., J. W." 

'^Pli/mouth, March 10, 1851, Dear Sir,— • • • I would 
have written you before, but I have been very busy. We 
left Dover on the 29th, having taken in a few of the emi- 
grants. I am pretty comfortable. The captain is quite 
satisfied with me. We have a good crew, and I and they 
agree very well. * * ♦ ♦ The ship will sail on the 17th 
of this month. Farewell, my best and truest friend, and I 
hope to see you in a short time, if life is spared. Please to 
remember me in your prayers, that God might give me 
grace to seek and serve him with my whole heart. I re- 
main, till death, your grateftil servant, H. G." 

One of the emigrants to America addresses his 
Sabbath-school teacher thus : — 

" , March 21, 1860. — It is a happy moment for me 

to sit down and write to you, my dear teacher. * ♦ ♦ i 
thank Gbd that he ever brought me under your teaching. 
May your prayers be heard and answered on mybehaft 
Dear teacher, when I look back on the happy hours and 
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meetings we had, I almost wish I could enjoy them now ; 
but, thank God, although we are parted in body, we are not 
in spirit at his throne of grace. * ♦ ♦ * I am residing 
with a God-fearing family, where there is a family altar. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ Dear teacher, I shall never forget the address you 
gave upon, * Do we believe in Jesus Chnst Y That set me 
to look into my heart, and see whether I did truly believe 
in Jesus Christ. I thank God that I can at this moment 
say, that I feel the love of Christ in my heart. * ♦ ♦ * 
On the passage we had very bad storms, and then we saw 
the poor deluded Romanists get on their knees, and call 
upon God to have mercy on their souls, and the next 
minute they would be calling on God to destroy them. 
This was to me an awful sight. On Christmas-day we 
were very sick : all that we had to eat was four potatoes ; 
but I thought on the sufferings of Christ, and was relieved. 

♦ * ♦ ♦ Dear teacher, I thank God that he has provided a 
home for me and my companions, for we all got work at 
the C. Factory ; and 1 am thankful for what good hopes I 
have of my friend J. C. ; for I trust your prayers are being 
answered in his behalf. ♦ ♦ ♦ * Don't forget to pray for 
me, that I may meet you in that place where parting is no 
more. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ I remain, your truly humble servant for 
ever, ." 

S. W., a young man several times referred to in the 
preceding letter, writing Jan. 30, 1852, says : — 

" I still remain in the same place, and have no 
cause to complain, and I mean to stop as long as I can do 
so ; so you need not expect to see me as long as I can get 
a hving here ; and if I did return to England, it would only 
be till the first ship went to AustraUa : for, if I should 
come back, I think I have saved enough to take me there 
comfortably. You are aware that I ought to have no wish 
to remain in England, having seen quite enough of it for 
the rest of my life." 

This youth went to America with four other lads ; 
and the pains he took to see them all comfortably 
settled is a very pleasing fact. Witness is borne to 
this in a letter, an extract from which we now give : — 
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" I am happy to say that S. W. has looked after me 
very kindly since we have been here, and done all he could 
for me to make me comfortable. He comes and sees me 
every Smiday. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ R H." 

We leave the reader to make his own comment 
upon these letters. They have internal evidence of 
truthfulness, and are in some instances confirmatory of 
each other. There is no endeavour on the part of the 
writers to tell a good tale, or to dress up any occur- 
rence. Whatever is narrated is simply told, without 
pretension or appearance of exaggeration. The Author 
has only omitted what, being uninteresting to the 
reader, would swell the size of this book without serving 
its object. The originals may be inspected at the Insti- 
tution by any person desirous of reading them. 

The writers of the letters from which we have been 
quoting are removed from the eye of the supporters of 
the Institution ; but there are *' living epistles" known 
and read every day. Some of the worst of the cases 
described in Chapter II. are now in situations where 
they are most closely observed. And personal observation 
enables both the Governor and the Author to testify, 
that those who were accustomed to do evil have, by the 
benefit of the Dormitory, learned to do well. So far as 
the information of the Governor extends, only one of 
those who have had twelve months' training has turned 
out badly. But two have left the Institution at their 
own request, after having been in it three months, and 
but four after two months* residence. And there is 
every reason to believe that at least 118 have been 
redeemed. Who can estimate the amount of sin and 
of suffering hereby prevented ? If no results could be 
exhibited, obligations to seek and save the lost wotdd 
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still lie upon us ; but when young men redeemed from 
destruction can be pointed out as the reward of the 
labours of this Institution, the man who can aid its 
efforts and who does not, is verily guilty of trans- 
gressing that law of love in which centre all the re- 
quirements of God. Hitherto as the London Colonial 
Training Institution and Ragged Dormitory has sown, 
so has it reaped. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PRESENT POSITION AND PROSPECTS. 

'* The way of fortune is like the milky way in the sky : which 
is a meeting or knot of a number of small stars not seen 
asunder, but giving light together." 

" And men will praise thee when thou doest well to 
thyself," observes David, in a Psalm, where he contrasts 
the state of the vdse and the foolish. All men, and all 
institutions in England, are required to do well to 
themselves before thej obtain popular notice. The 
individual is by his own energy carried forward to a 
position that commands respect, and the Institution is 
raised to eminence by the devotion of a few, before 
either the one or the other can find a basis of common 
sympathy and support. We do not complain of this — 
we merely state the fact, and we are inclined to regard 
the severe criticism through which every man, and every 
society, must pass, before they can be ranked among 
objects worthy of regard, as exceedingly useful in sepa- 
rating the chaff from the wheat. 

Until it was seen that the London Ragged Co- 
lonial Training Institution and Dormitory was based 
on right principle, and that the Founder was able to go 

G 
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through the task he had begun, many not only stood 
aloof, but raised various objections against it. Now that 
it ceases to be a theory, or an experiment, and has be- 
come a fact — now that it can exhibit results — sympathy 
flows in, and co-operation is offered from almost every 
quarter. We devote this chapter to a brief notice of 
die present position and prospects of the Institution. 

To assist the reader in identifying the London 
Ragged Colonial Training Institution and Dormitory, it 
may be necessary to state that the name has, from 
various causes, been slightly changed. It was first 
called " The NewPye Street School Ragged Dormitory;" 
then, "Pye Street Ragged Dormitory;" then, "West- 
minster Ragged Dormitory;" then, ** The Westminster 
Ragged Dormitory and Colonial Training School of In- 
dustry;" and then, "The London Ragged Dormitoiy 
and Colonial Training School of Industry." The name, 
as now fixed, is " The London Colonial Training Insti- 
tution and Ragged Dormitory." 

It is scarcely worth while to trouble our reader with 
all the reasons for these changes ; but it may be re- 
marked, that the separation of Mr. Nash from the Pye 
Street School, and, ultimately, the breaking up of that 
establishment — the removal of the lads to different 
localities — the extension of the sphere of operation — 
and the suggestions of different friends, have been the 
chief reasons for these changes of the name. 

The first house occupied was 28 St. Anne Street, 
Westminster; but the establishment was removed, in 
September 1851, to 9 Great Smith Street, Westminster, 
not far from Victoria Street, and near the western front 
of the Abbey. These premises are held on lease for a 
term of thirty-one years, at a yearly rent of 83Z. per 
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annum. The Committee, on account of the suitability 
of the site, have expended more than 600L in providing 
the necessary accommodation. The premises embrace 
an office, a dwelling for the Governor, a day-room for the 
inmates, two dormitories, a range of workshops, includ- 
ing carpenters', tailors', and shoemakers' shops ; also a 
printing-office, four probationary rooms, and the domes- 
tic offices necessary for such an establishment. The 
premises originally consisted of two dwelling-houses and 
an open y£ird, covering the space of 4522 square feet of 
ground, and extending from Great Smith Street into 
St. Ann's Street, in which the Institution formerly 
stood. The front dwelling-house, next Great Smith 
Street, has been converted into the Governor's resi- 
dence, having the ground-floor rooms made into a com- 
mittee-room 21 feet by 12 feet, with a separate entrance 
from the yard, and having the basement converted into 
lavatories and bath-room, with an external staircase 
down to the same. The dwelling in the rear next St. 
Ann Street has been converted into the probation- 
rooms, having a separate staircase and offices quite 
distinct from the other part of the house. Here are 
also rooms for reading and Bible classes, and the 
ground-floor contains the kitchen, with boiler and range 
for cooking ; also the store-rooms, &c. attached, and in 
Immediate connexion with the dining-room in the new 
building. On the vacant ground between the dwell- 
ings, and in rear of the front house, has been erected 
a building having two large dormitories, 45 feet long 
by 18 wide, on the first ani second stories,' and ^ 
(Hning room, used also as a school-room on the ground 
floor, 39 feet long by 18 feet wide, with a platform at 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



84 A PLACE OF RBPENTAKCE. 

the end of the same. On this floor is an entrance- 
passage, the Governor's office, a private entrance into 
the board-room, and a stone staircase communicating 
with the Governor's apartment, and with the dormi- 
tories on the first and second floors. The whole are 
lofty, well lighted^ and ventilated by windows and air- 
flues built in the walls. On the left of the entrance 
are the workshops, consisting of a carpenter s shop, 
27 feet by 10; shoemaker's, 30 feet by 10; tailor's, 
22 feet by 10 ; and printer's, 33 feet by 9. These 
extend the whole length of the premises, but leaving 
ample space between the buildings for the yard exer- 
cise of the inmates. The obtaining so much space in 
such a district is regarded as the provision of a kind, 
co-operating Providence ; and although the expenditure 
has been heavy, and the terms may be regarded as 
somewhat high, the Committee feel that for their pur- 
pose and object the outlay is not too large. 

The number of inmates, at the date of these sheets 
going to press, is 70 ; and the applications for admis- 
sion are, on an average, 80 per week. It is not in 
contemplation greatly to extend the number of inmates 
in this particular establishment ; great importance being 
attached to the carrying out of the patriarchal system — 
a system impossible where a much larger number is 
concerned. But it is gratifying to know that indivi- 
duals, stimulated and directed. by the success of this 
Institution, are in other places contemplating the foun- 
dation of similar establishments. The author would hero 
observe, that the noble Philanthropic Society does not 
receive criminals beyond the age of 16, and the Insdta- 
tions of the Ragged School Union are not open to the 
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adult criminal. As receiving such characters, the Lon- 
don Colonial Training Institution and Dormitory at 
present stands alone. 

In the domestic management, and in the industrial 
departments, improvements are continually being made. 
The inmates are not treated as criminals, and every- 
thing is done to prevent the Institution appearing as a 
place of punishment. At the same time, the primitive 
simplicity of the establishment is sustained, and increas- 
ing attention is being given to economy. Nothing 
more than is absolutely necessary is expended upon 
food, clothes, or furniture — the object being to find the 
mean between prison discipline and the comfort which 
it is hoped the lads will reach when, having left the 
Dormitory, they will earn their bread by the sweat of 
their own brow. 

By means of the industrial department, but little 
more work has been done, with the exception of the 
printing, than has been required for the establishment 
itself. The tailors have been fully occupied with 
clothes for the inmates and emigrants. The shoe- 
makers have, with some small exceptions, been similarly 
occupied. The carpenters have executed a few orders 
for plain furniture ; but at present these departments 
have contributed little or nothing to the pecuniary re- 
sources of the establishment. The printing-office, it is 
hoped, will become to a considerable extent remunera- 
tive, it being constimtly employed with orders from the 
public. But it must be remembered that the great 
olgect of the industrial department is gained, when the 
inmates are taught the several trades — pecuniary profit 
to the Institution being a consideration secondary to 
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forming habits of industry and self-dependence, and 
subordinate to teaching the inmates to gain their own 
livelihood. It is hoped, however, that the twQ objects, 
viz. support to the Institution, and industrial training, 
may at length be both secured in this department. 

The establishment is immediately controlled by the 
Founder, now the Governor, Mr. Nash. He admits, 
expels when necessary, enforces discipline, and has the 
sole control of the inmates ; but the entire Institution 
is overlooked by a President, Vice-president, Trea- 
surer, Honorary Secretary, and Committee — the Com- 
mittee consisting of members of various sections of the 
Christian church. It will be observed, that among 
members are three Chaplains of Prisons, and one Military 
Officer, whose position as Inspector of Convict Prisons, 
and whose own ardent desire for the reformation of the 
criminal, highly qualify him to co-operate with the In- 
stitution. 

The funds have hitherto been supplied by the volun- 
tary contributions of those to whom appeals for help 
have been made, or before whom, without the efforts of 
the Committee, the claims of the Institution have come. 
And it is an interesting fact, that the crusts of the poor 
ragged children in the Pye Street School, the mite of 
the widow, and the labourer's hard-earned penny, have 
blended with the gifts of the aristocracy, and with a 
munificent donation from the Queen. Whether it may 
ever appear within the province of the Government, and 
seem desirable, for the objects to be realised, that the 
Government itself should provide for the reformation 
of the criminal, is perhaps an open question ; but the 
Author would seriously deprecate any support that 
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would separate the criminal from the free and godly 
loving-kindness of those who serve him, not officially, 
but as friends. 

It will be seen that one of the most important 
changes in the establishment since its foundation is, 
that it has ceased to be under the sole management of an 
individual, and is now placed under the superintendence 
of an active Committee. 
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The Author cannot close this little work without ap- 
pealing to his countrymen and countrywomen on hehalf 
of the establishment described in the preceding pages. 
He is quite aware that the objections originally made to 
this effort are still on the lip and pens of not a few ; 
but the fact that fault is found with an institution does 
not necessarily condemn the Institution itself. If the 
Son of God had of his generation to say, " They are like 
unto children sitting in the market-place, and calling 
one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, 
and ye have not danced ; we have mourned to you, and 
ye have not lamented" — what man is there who can 
expect to please everybody, or to pursue a course of con- 
duct which in the eyes of his fellows will be without 
fault and defect ? Many of the objections, however, that 
are made to this Institution will be found to vanish, if 
with a single eye they be carefully examined. It is said, 
for example, that such an establishment gives encou- 
ragement to vice. The sound of this is plausible, but 
the objection does not really lie. So far as food and 
shelter are concerned, not a few of the inmates could 
provide better for themselves by stealing than by en- 
tering the Institution ; and prison accommodation will 
in some respects be found superior to that here sup- 
plied. The probation is, moreover, no slight test of 
sincere desire to reform ; and the discipline of the In- 
stitution» cmited with its requirements that all should 
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work, prevents any evil inducement being presented to 
the characters we here contemplate. And let it be re- 
membered, that unless the inmates give evidence of 
sincere repentance, nothing is done for their emigra- 
tion or to promote their restoration to society. 

It has been frequently urged that the statements of 
tlie applicants are not to be relied upon. This is ge- 
neraUy true, so far as exaggeration of facts is con- 
cerned. For example — a man who has been in prison 
ten times may say that he has been in prison thirty 
times ; if he has stolen 70Z., he may say that he has 
plundered to the extent of 700i. — ^hoping, by making 
his case as dark as possible, to secure an earlier ad- 
mission. But in such instances the misrepresentation 
would merely extend to the number of times in prison 
and to the amount stolen. The fact remains that the 
man is a real criminal, and has come imder the penalties 
of his country's laws. And it is found, that after a 
man has been in the Institution a few months, the 
accoimt of his life is given with the greatest possible ac- 
curacy. All available means are, moreover, used to test 
both the first and the subsequent statements ; and while 
it is not asserted that continued deception is impossible, 
the writer amhesitatingly avers, that the case must be 
an exception in which, throughout the probation and 
the twelve months' training, a young man sustains an 
assumed character and holds to a fictitious story. The 
deceptiveness of the characters in question does not, 
moreover, give them a less claim upon Christian effort, 
nor does it render it more safe to society for ?uch cha- 
racters to be without check. But against the objection 
that such an establishment encourages vice, and is liable 
to deception, we again place the sifting probation through 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



90 A PLACE OF REPENTANCE. 

which eveiy applicant passes, and the fact that the entire 
Institution is ordered with the direct aim of destroying 
vice, and of imparting and cherishing virtue and religion. 

If the industrial department were larger and more 
remunerative, we should look for the thunderholts of 
political economists ; and even now their eagle eye 
may see in seed and germ what they are ready to 
prophesy shall hecome a tree, whose deadly shade shall 
wither the industry of the honest and virtuous curtisaii. 
But let these cold calculators consider that, looking 
merely at the pounds, shillings, and pence question, 
more is extracted from the sons of labour through tax- 
ation to support the criminal in a prison than can be 
taken away by any amount of industrial competition on 
the part of a reformatory Institution, even when the 
trades are carried on by the funds of the Institution 
itself. It is not intended, however, by means of the 
subscriptions of the public, so to sustain the indus- 
trial department as that work can be done here at 
lower prices than elsewhere. A price embracing re- 
muneration lor premises, material, time, labour, tools, 
and implements, will be put upon every article ; and 
the competition, if there be any, in the Training In- 
stitution and Dormitory, wiU only be that which is pos- 
sible to, and commendable in, any private tradesman. 
If on such principles the Training Institution and 
Dormitory can successfully compete with the tradesman, 
the political economy that justifies complaint must have 
very false principles for its foundation. 

The one question to us appears to be this, — Is 
nothing to be done for the men, and especially for the 
youths who, at the expiration of their term of confine- 
ment, are turned out of the prison into the street, often in 
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tile raiment, generally homeless and fiiendless, and in- 
yariably without that character which is essential to 
entrance upon a sphere of honest labour ? We repeat 
the question— Is nothing to be done ? If left to them- 
selves they will ceitainly return to their evil ways, and 
their lives will be spent between the streets and the 
prison, until disease, or suicide, or the gallows, cut 
short their days. If something ought to be done, the 
question arises,— What is best? Upon a large induc- 
tion we imhesitatingly declare that civil punishment, 
however wisely administered, does not reform the cri- 
minal ; also that, when the friends of an erring youth 
shut their door against him, they drive him into yet 
deeper crime ; and that whatever may be the desire for 
reformation on the part of such persons, and however 
real their repentance, restoration to society is certainly 
not within their own reach. The principles and plans of 
the Training Institution and Dormitory commend them- 
selves to the supporters of the Institution as a specific ; 
but if any superior principle or wiser plan can be sug- 
gested, the author believes that the managers of this 
Institution would most thankfully adopt it. Their own 
establishment appearing to them adapted to its object, 
and likely to compass its end, they ask on its behalf 
sympathy and support. 

It is an affecting fact that the criminal, Levi Har- 
wood, who, in the spring of la6t year, was executed at 
Horsemonger Lane Gaol for the Frimley murder, had 
before that deed of blood, and the robbery which led 
to it, apphed again and again to this Institution for 
admittance. Had he been admitted, the probability 
is, that instead of now being numbered with executed 
criminals, he would have been in the path of reforma- 
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tion aud social restoration. And let those who might 
provide a place of repentance for criminals consider, 
whether the untimely end of such as Levi Harwood i& 
not, to a certain extent, chargeable upon themselves. 
** If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto 
death, and those that be ready to be slain; if thou 
sayest, Behold, I knew it not; doth not he that pon- 
dereth the heart consider, and he that keepeth the 
soul, doth not he know, and shall not he render to 
eveiy man according to his work?*' Men may con- 
gratulate themselves on our effective police, on our 
prison discipline, our penal settlements, and means c^ 
visiting with capital punishment the highest kind of 
criminal; but as surgical operations are the opprobria 
of surgery, so these social excommunications and ex- 
cisions are the blots and stains of our land. Oh, let 
us not call the nation Christian while one of our prisons 
in Middlesex at this hour contains 1 000 of our country- 
men, and while another prison within a quarter of a 
mile of the dwelling in which the author writes, en- 
closes 300 criminals under UO years of age. 

The niunber of thieves is replenished from the ranks 
of children at far greater speed than it is thinned by 
civil punishment or by the hand of death ; and if we 
can reform those by whom children are taught the art 
of plunder, we shall do most to bring on the day when the 
generation that is rising shall have none of its children 
under training for lives of dishonesty and crime. 

" Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth and 
one convert him, let him know that he which converteth 
the sinner from the error of his ways shall save a soixl, 
from death and shall hide a multitude of sins.'' 
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